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fig Postscript. Saturday morning, 8 o’clock. We stop the 
press to say that by an arrival at New York, we have English 

apers as late as the 16th ult. 

The following important paragraph, copied from the official 
part of the Paris Moniteur of the 14th January, shews pretty 
fuily the state of our relations with France— 


“The king has recalled M. Serrurier, his minister at 
Washington. The minister for foreign affairs has notifi- 
ed this resolution to the minister of the United States at 
Paris, informing him at the same time that the passports 
which he may be in need of, in consequence of that com- 
m inication, are at his disposal. 

‘*‘In execution of the engagements entered into by 
France, the project of law relative to the American claims 
will be presented to-morrow to the chamber of deputies. 
A'clause will be added to it, intended to protect (garan- 
tir) ear such French interests as might be endan- 

red.” 


It is added that Mr. Livingston would leave Paris, for Lon- 
don, on the loth January. His secretary would remain. 
These are, directly, war measures—and it appears as if the 
popular feeling in France will ardently sustain them. 
There are a great many speculative articles in the foreign pa- 
pers—but the preceding paragraph may be said to embrace all 
the facts stated, and they are indeed momentous. We looked 


for such results—but hardly expected such a prompt action on 
the part of the king. 


it is much to be regretted that congress must rise in ten days. 

We take from the ‘‘National Intelligencer” brief no- 
tices of the reports of the majority aud minority of the 
post office committee, and have added thereto some other 
things pertaining to the state of that department. Regu- 
lar insertions of these and other very important reports, 
are intended to be made, when relievec of the details of 
the proceedings of congress. 

The report of the majority of the committee of the 
house of representatives, (which was seemingly raised at 
the last session as if in opposition to the committee of the 
senate which had, just before, been appointed ), has caused 
much speculation and remark—for the report of the for- 
mer rather supports than resists that of the latter. And 
the unanimous vote of the senate, as toa new arrange- 
ment of the post office department speaks loudly, and 
freely admits that great abuses have happened in its ma- 
nagement. Why the necessity of ‘‘reform’’—if evil does 
not exist? 

In the congressional proceedings will be found a brief 
explanatory speech of Mr. Adams, in relation to the re- 
solution that he had offered directing that the committee 
on foreign relations should ‘‘forthwith” make a report 
concerning the state of our affairs with France. Does 
not this explanation seem to corroborate our opinion of 
the motive that might have influenced him in offering that 
resolution? He says, among other things— 

**He wished to give notice (if such notice could be necessa- 
ry) to all merchants of the United States, that there was not the 
slightest danger that any thing which might, by possibility, lead 
to war, should proceed either from that house or from the other 
branch of the legislature. He now said, upon his responsibility 
to the nation, that there was no danger of any thing being done 


by either house which might, by possibility, lead to war with 
France.”’ 


Mr. A’s remarks of the 7th, on his resolution, with 
the commendations of Messrs. Sutherland, Lytle, &e. 
have produced a considerable excitement and surprise in 
the eastern states; but those who commended him had no 
notion of proceeding to those lengths which they thought 
he contemplated. Phat the president’s message shewed 
a proper spirit, all good men are ready to admit, though 
most persons now, notwithstanding they have not yet 
heard of its reception in France, are indisposed to ap- 
prove of the manner in which that spirit was exhibited, 
and its tendency to bring on a war, for which we are un- 
prepared, 

Petitions are about to be presented to congress, sug- 
gesting the prompt adoption of a provisional non-inter- 
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course with France, to take effect when the presiden 
shall be satisfied that the indemnity treaty will not bet 
fully executed on the part of that nation. 

This measure (says the National Intelligencer) seems 
to be proposed as an alternative to warlike measures, of 
which, very lately, an apprehension seems to have 
strangely gone abroad from this city; for the memorial- 
ists say, that they would deprecate hostilities as the great- 
est possible evil that could afflict our country, and they 
strongly recommend the measure they propose, ‘‘as cer- 
tain to produce a better result, and in a much shorter 
time, than the most brilliant triumphs of the most suc- 
cessful war.”’ 

We earnestly hope that this plan will be adopted.* The 
conduct of France should not be passed over unresisting- 
ly—though we do not think that the national honor is so 

eeply interested in this matter (as some others may do), 
as to render war necessary to its vindication; but if so 
thinking, we should not shrink from lending our feeble 
support to war measures.+ The dishonor lies on Franee. 
With us it is a simple money matter, that may be effee- 
tually retaliated, or redressed, by peaceful means. Let 
a little time be given to France to satisfy our just claim 
—on account of the political difficulties in which her go- 
vernment is placed; for the king cannot force the depu- 
ties to make an appropriation, and we earnestly wish, 
(for the sake of human liberty), that he never will have 
power to do it, or to put his own hand into the public 
treasury and take out the money, at his own will. And, 
that period having expired, let a total prohibition of the 
importation of French merchandise be ordered, under 
provisions that will give effeet to the Jaw, which shall 
not be relieved until the whole sum stipulated to be paid 
by the treaty shall have been paid, unless satisfactory exe 
planations are made by France. This prohibition would 
soon bring France to her senses; and, besides, in a short 
period of time, perhaps, so far encourage the cultivation 
of the mulberry and growth of silk in the United States, 
as to render us independent of ali the world for the hea- 
vy and most useful articles of its manufactaret—three- 
fourths of the whole value of which would be as it abso- 
lutely gained by us, in the employment of the labor of 
women and children now unused. 

§r3-Since the preceding was in type, as will be seen in 
a subsequent page, accounts have been received of the 
arrival of the message in France and Great Britain; and 
that it excited a great deal of bad feeling in the former, 
and no small degree of surprise, with, perhaps, some 
pleasant hopes in the latter—that British ships may take 
the place of American vessels, in several branches of 
commerce. These things have happened just as we sup- 
posed that they would. 

In giving the opinions expressed in the French jour- 
nals, (and there is not much information on the subject 
unless as gathered from them as yet, time not having al- 





*But of positive non-intercourse, by act of congress, in due 
season. 

tin the debate in congress, in June 1797— 

Mr. Gallatin asserted, that no nation ever gave permission to 
her merchantmen to arm, unless in cases of letters of marque 
and reprisal, which were always forerunners of war. Although 
it might be a right to allow it, yet still it might be a duty to pre- 
vent it. 

Mr. Livingston considered the measure as more hazardous 
and destructive than an absolute declaration of war, which it 
would necessarily produce. English and French merchants, 
who had become citizens of this country, but who retained their 
national prejudices, would fit out vessels to cruise against the 
enemies of their respective nations. 

Mr. Smith (Md.) asserted the right of neutral nations to arm 
their ships; many had done so—the president’s order to prevent 
it not warranted by law. All native American merchants were 
against arming; and would rather suffer personal loss than in- 
volve this country in a war. 

{Of these kinds of goods we have some elegant specimens, of 
American grown and manufactured silk—a subject about which 
we shall have something to say, a few weeks hence. 
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lowed any thing more), we have no present opinion to 
express of them. ‘They wili be eagerly read, aud se- 
riously considered. The wnunimous vote of the senate, 
with the measures which we now think it probable will 
be adopted in the house of representatives, may induce 
the French chambers to take up the subject, as if the 
warlike part of the message had never been transmitted 
to congress—and cause justice to be rendered. 

We learn than an express passed through Baltimore 
+ ang’ ad morning, with despatches forwarded from 

ew York—supposed from France, aud considered im- 
portant. ‘This would show another and later arrival at 
that city. 

Much activity prevails in the navy yard at Boston— 
the Constitution frigate and sloop Boston are to be ‘‘fit- 
ted for sea as quick as possible.” ‘he ship of the line 
Independence will soon go into dock, and the Columbus, 
of the same class, is also to be got ready. So says the 
**Boston Advocate. ”’ 

Accounts from the Mediterranean inform us that about 
twenty of the crew of the ship Delaware had died of the 
cholera, up to the 2lst November. 


‘The Appeal,” is the title of a newspaper just started 
at Washington, by William A. Rind, jr. tor the avowed 
purpose of supporting the election of Hugh L. White, 
esq. of ‘Tennessee, to the presidency of the United States, 
and to oppose what is called the ‘‘office-holders’”’ conven- 
tion, which is ‘‘ordered”’ to be held in Baltimore in May 
next, for nominating Mr. Van Buren, as the successor 
of gen. Jackson. Sv things are said. 

‘rom the specimen before us, it appears that the ‘*Ap- 
peal” will be conducted with much earnestness and con- 
siderable ability; and // the statement made as to the ge- 
neral condition of what is called the ‘Jackson party”’ is 
true, it will rally round it much talent and power. In 
latter times, (and we fear that there are no better pros- 
pects for the future), parties seem influenced more and 
more by leading individuals seeking to obtain, or resolv- 
ed to keep, offices of honor and profit—and these, acting 
together, carry on mighty political operations through 
what may almost be called consolidated labors, by night 
and day—private will, with even personal judgment, being 
surrendered to the dominion of the chiefs, in possession. 
On the other hand, those of the same general party who 
desire to obtain, are warm advocates for ‘‘rotation in of- 
fice;” and will rally themselves in favor of ‘‘reform.” 
From this cause, and for many other personal and public 
reasons, we think that the ‘*Appeal” will obtain a wide 
circulation. ‘lhe state of things hinted at is now in full 
eperation in Pennsy/vania, with this difference, perhaps 
—that, while the triends of judge White will not yield 
themselves up to the nomination which, as they say, it is 
resolved shall be made at Baltimore, by a ‘*packed cou- 
vention,” the parity in Pennsylvania opposed to the re- 
election of gov. Wolf, may not find itself strong enough 
to support Mr. Muhlenberg for the office of governor, il 
he should fail in the nomination at Harrisburgh, on the 
4th of March next, and will yield to that of gov. Wolf— 
‘‘with what appetite they may.” It would appear as if 
settled that judge White will not be withdrawn. To 
shew this, we have added to a copy of the opening ad- 
dress of the ‘‘Appeal,” some remarks from the same pa- 
per under the text of ** Do not divide the party.” 

These things are published as matters of information, 
only—and, though we do not dabble in personal politics, 
ft has been and is our practice, impartially to lay such 
articles before our oA soy that they may discern the 
*‘signs of the times.” 

he congressional caucus system, which fell into utter 
eontempt by two efforts to force on the people for their 

resident a person that was highly objectionable to them, 
has been forever consigned to the ‘‘tomb of all the Capu- 
lets”»—and if we are not very much mistaken, the “conven- 
tion system” is rapidly marching to the same place of rest. 
What a farce was it to see George Kremer,* sen nd 
nated a delegate in fact), giving 30 votes for Pennsylva- 
nia, at a former Baltimore convention. Such things can- 
not endure long—‘‘they perish in the using.” 








*He being the only delegate attending from that great state. 


ee en 


There is before us a copy of the report of the senate’s 
committee ‘upon executive power,” and we shall soon 
have the able debates that were had on it: but, as in our 
last we published a synopsis of this report, a further no- 
tice of these things may be a little deferred. So also the 
speeches of Messrs. Cluy, White and others, on the Che- 
rokee memorial, and three or four debates on different 
subjects of mach present public interest, and for future use. 

‘Phat on the bill attached to the report of Mr. Calhoun 
on ‘‘executive patronage”—(and especially the speeches 
of Messrs. Calhoun, Benton, White and Clay, Ke.), is 
very important. Mr. White strongly supported the bill 
and expressed a wish that the vice president would fayor 
the senate with his sentiments on the subject. He also 
spoke warmly concerning the bad advisers of the presi- 
dent. So say letters from Washington. 

None of the speeches have yetappeared. Two of them 
are spoken of as being the master efforts of mighty minds. 

The resolutions of the legislature of Vermont, with 
some account of the debate that followed its presentation, 
on Wednesday last, are laid aside for insertion. 





We inserted a hasty paragraph in our Jast, saying that 
the court house of Baltimore city and county, (which 
was, perhaps, the largest and the best building of its 
kind in America), had been nearly destroyed by fire, on 
the 13th instant. The city,* and county, and orphans 
courts, with the grand jury, &e. were in session, when it 
was discovered—and all the important reeords were 
either removed, or remained in safety in the fire proof 
rooms in the first story. ‘The fire was echeeked on the 
second floor—so that the city court room, though not fire 
proof, was preserved, by the perseverance of the fire- 
men: but all above that floor was destroyed. 

The burning of the eupola was a grand, but distressing 
object to look at—and, had it happened in the night, 
would have illuminated nearly the whole city. As be- 
fore observed, the loftiness of the building, with its loca- 
tion oua very rapidly ascending site, rendered the efforts 
made to extinguish it unavailing, until the flames de- 
scended within the fair reach of the apparatus, and then 
it was soon seen that the raging element would be sub- 
dued. Ladders were raised, and a flood of water cast 
into the midst of the flames. By the fall of the roof, 
and the framing of the attick story, several firemen were 
injured—butnone materially so. It may be said of them, 
that they “bearded” the enemy in his burning den. 

This building was as neat as it was extensive and com- 
modious. The walls stand uninjured— great eare having 
been used in their erection, under charge of that able 
and substantial architect, Mr. George Milleman, who 
had a liberal control over the whole work. The house 
was built as if to last a thousand years! It eost about 
$220,000; and may, perhaps, be repaired for $50,000. 

In the afternoon of the same day, a fire broke out in 
Stiles street, Old Town. One neat two story house, 
not yet finished, was completely Cestroyed, and two 
others adjacent much injured. 

The belief is universal, that the Athenzum, the court 
house, and the house last mentioned, were wilfully fired. 
The mayor, authorised by the council, on the same 
evening, issued a proclamation offering a reward of $500 
for the incendiary or incendiaries or either of them. 
This belief is entertained because several other manifest, 
but, happily, fruitless attempts, had been made to fire 
other houses; one of which is thus noticed in the (Balti- 
more) American of Saturday last— 

A circumstance came to our knowledge yesterday, which 
shows that there must be incendiaries among us. The fore- 
man of our office, soon after he reached his dwelling in Pitt 
street, between eleven and twelve on Thursday night, had his 
attention arrested by an unusual barking of his dog, in the 
yard. On going out to ascertain the cause, the sagacious 
animal continued to bark, and ran several times to a stable 
door, as if some one were within. The manner of the dog at 
once led his master to open it, when he found a parcel of com- 
bustiblea burning on the floor. They had apparently been but 
a short time on fire, and were extinguished without difficulty, 


but it is evident that but for the singular warning of the dog the 
stable would have been fired. 





*There were many persons in this court to be tried on charges 
of criminal offences. They were all taken back to the jail, in 
safety. 
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A fund is about now being established in Baltimore for 
the relief of disabled firemen, and, on Monday last, the 
Firemen’s Insurance Company contributed $1,000 to it— 
the 7 local banks 100 each, and 6 individuals or firms 100 
dollars each—total 2,500 dollars, with a considerable 
amount in smaller sums. A very handsome beginning. 

A large proportion of the most intrepid and per- 
severing of our firemen, (who have performed their duty 
as such, without reference to any extra gratuity or pri- 
vilege), are individuals who have no direct interest in 
the property of the city—but now this is held out to 
them, that, if disabled at fires, a fund will be provided 
for their relief. No man will risk his life on this con- 
sideration—but it is a strong inducement to those who 
are dependent on their own labor for their own subsis- 
tence to know, that, if crippled, they will not suffer want. 

It is awful to learn that attempts were made, on Sun- 
day last, to destroy by fire the large church of the rev. 
Mr. Duncan, in Lexington street, and the Female Or- 
phan Asylam, in Franklin street—and that another great 
establishment had been previously attacked by incendia- 
ries, all, fortunately, without success. 

We since learn that an attempt was made to fire the 
Friends’ meeting house, in Lombard street, and also on 
the office of the Baltimore Gazette yesterday afternoon !] 

As yet, no distinet trace has been discovered of the 
persons who are supposed to have caused the late fires in 
this city, except the one in Stiles’ street—which was the 
act of a young negro girl, who has confessed the fact. 





We see a formal calculation of the state of parties in 
the next senate of the United States—as follows, in the 
order of the states as usually arranged: 

Messrs. Webster, Robbins, Tomlinson, Smith, Pren- 
tiss, Swift, Southard, Clayton, Naudain, Kent, Golds- 
borough, Tyler, Leigh, Calhoun, Preston, Clay, Critten- 
den,* Ewing, Porter, Hendricks, Black—21 whigs. 

Messrs. Shepley, Ruggles, Hill, Hubbard, Wright, 
Tallmadge, Wall, McKean, Buchanan, Brown, King, of 
Geo. Cuthbert, Grundy, Morris, Gayarre, Tipton, 
Kane, Robinson, King, of Ala. Benton and Linn—21 
Jackson. 

There are four vacancies—from Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Tennessee and Mississippi. The first will elect 
a whig, and so, probably, the second. ‘Tennessee will 
elect a ‘‘Jackson’”? member—if judge White retires, as 
it is given out that he intends. In Mississippi, it would 
appear that the result is more doubtful than was hitherto 
supposed, as shewn by the late election of a chancellor of 
the state, judge J'urner—who was opposed by a gentle- 
man that was called the anti- Poindexter candidate; and we 
learn that the legislature now being [or lately] in session, 
will not go into the election of a senator, at present—the 
senate having refused;t+ and it is intimated that a choice 
will not be made until January next. These things are 
thought favorable to the re-election of Mr. P. But 
whether or not, we are too far off to determine. 

Messrs..tZangum and Moore are put down as “doubt- 
ful,”’? in the statement before us—we know not why. 
Nor do we see any particular reason for separating 
Messrs. JJendricks and Tipton, the senators from In- 
diana. 

We offer no opinion, unless one may be gathered from 
the preceding, as to the political character of the next 





*The names of the gentlemen in italic are not members of 
the present congress. 

¢The ground assumed by the senate, as stated in the “‘Globe,”’ 
is, that the new counties have no rightful representation in the 
present legislature—which was chosen for two years and not 
yet expired; the representatives from the new counties being 
elected since the biennial election. The regular session would 
not have been held until Jan. 1836, being also biennial—but the 
governor convened the legislative body with an especial view 
to the election of a senator of the United States—Mr. Poindex- 
ter’s period of service expiring on the 3d of next month. 

[itis provided in the constitution of Mississippi, that, ‘‘the 
eenators shall never be less than one fourth of the representa- 
tives.”?> Of the former there are now only 12 members; but the 
house of representatives has 53—members to that house only, 
being recently elected, as it is intimated, from the new coun- 
ties with a special view to the choice of a senator of the United 
States, atan eztra session. We shall state both sides of this 
case—at sufficient length, for it is a very extraordinary one, 
The senate, we think, acted rightfully—-constitutionally, and in 





senate. It will much depend on events yet to happen. 
If a war with France is made the test—it will, pretty cer- 
tainly, be against the administration; and there are other 
things that may considerably influence the actions of se- 
veral gentlemen, especially if relating to the next presi- 
dential term—and particularly with reference to Mr. 
White or Mr. Van Buren, as the successor of president 
Jackson. 

A monthly report of the business of the mint is now 
given. It appears that, in January last, 356,100 dollars, 
(in gold) in bullion, &e. had been deposited for coinage, 
and $346,200 coined—and that there remained for coin- 
age $344,900. 

This business has exceedingly fallen off—and, though 
there has been a considerable amount of new coins issu- 
ed, they do not appear more frequent in common* use, 
than other gold coins were before the establishment of 
the present standard. They speedily pass into the 
vaults of the banks, in which they are preferred as most 
convenient for the retirement of their own notes, when 
specie is demanded; and besides, the banks would rather 
circulate their own notes than give out gold—unless de- 
cidedly required of them. Their patriotism leads to this 
proceeding, and it is not one that should be complained 
of. It is *thuman nature!” 

A collection of brief remarks and notices on banks, 
currency, &c. was accidentally delayed until too late to 
put it in type for this paper. But the worth of them, as 
matters of information, (so far as they are worth any 
thing), will not suffer by delay. 

The ‘‘Globe” of the 11th instant says— 

“The bank is fast sinking under the executive veto. The half 
million of privileged beneficiaries of the tariff are indebted to 
the compromise of Messrs. Clay and Calhoun, for the continu- 
ance of their monopolies for some years tocome. The inter- 
nal improvement system has also felt the weight of the veto, 
and is expiring.’ 

On Thursday last, in the house of representatives, at 
Washington, Mr. Polk said— 

‘At present there was only about half a million in the trea- 
sury, and by the end of the session, there would remain very 
little. As soon as the contingency existed, of a positive unex- 
pended balance in the treasury, it would be time enough to 
provide for it.”? 

This is sailing very close upon the wind! But we 
must suppose that a large amount of appropriations will 
remain unsatisfied. The means, however, ought, very 
soon, to be abundant, as the public debt is paid off, unless 
new and heavy expenses are to be incurred. 


The ‘*Globe” and some of the New York papers, are 
at issue on the business of banks—it being the object of 
the former to shew the entire competency of the state 
banks to perform all the exchanges—speaking of the bu- 
siness of the bank of the United States as unimportant 
if not ‘‘insignificant;”’ and states, item after item, that 
the Manhattan bank, {with a capital of $2,050,000] had 
collected, including all amounts out of the city of New 
York, during the year ending Ist October, 1834, the sum 
of $6,117,472. On the other side it is in like manner 
shewn, that the office of the bank of the United States 
at New York, [with a capital of 2,500,000 dollars] had 
collected, (in the same time and way), $11,467,698, to 
which being added its dealings in checks and domestic 
bills, the whole sum was $21,210,908—exclusive of bills 





*Imitations, however, seem about to become common. The 
New York Daily Advertiser says that “large quantities of coun- 
terfeit five dollar gold pieces are in circulation. A friend of 
ours took two yesterday, neither of which would be observed 
from their general appearance. To us they had every appear- 
ance of the real gold coin.”’ 

The makers of these pieces are the ‘‘day after the fair.” 
While the bubble was up, tens of thousands of silly ones would 
rather possess even seeming gold than good bank notes—but the 
bubble has burst, and the people do not prefer gold, except in 
special cases. Indeed, many are loath to receive it, fearing 
that the coin may not be genuine, not being judges of it. We 
have never, since our election in October last, seen a gold piece 
tendered at either of our market houses. We heartily wish 


that gold pieces were plentifully in use—to be found in the 
pockets of the people instead of only being heard of in the news- 
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of other offices or of the parent bank, collected or ex- 
changed, to the amount of $12,000,000 more, making a 
total of more than thirty-three millions. 


Among the acts passed by the legislature of Alabama, 
at its late session, was one prohibiting the circulation of 
any bank notes under five dollars, of banks out of the 
state, 


—_— 


It is suggested that the ‘‘no bank” party in Missouri 
will succeed in making a great bank in that state, though 
saying that all such things are ‘‘contrivances of the rich 
to cheat the poor of their honest earnings.” So also says 
William Cobbett, the great English ‘‘democrat.” 


About 75,000 dollars, in silver, arrived last week at 
New York, in the schooner Creole, from Tampico. A 
great deal more silver than the product of the mines, for 
a year or more past, has left Mexico. A large part of 
it, is, perhaps, the property of persons banished, or, for 
the sake of private peace and personal security, retiring 
from that republic of military tyrants. 

We also see that the schooner Correo has arrived at 
New Orleans, from the same place, with 450,000 dollars. 

The senate of Massachusetts has adhered to its choice 
of Mr. Adams for senator of the United States, giving 25 
votes to him, 11 to Mr. Davis, and 3 to Mr. Baylies. 

The Boston ‘*Gazette” says that, in the second ehoice 
of the house, the whole Jackson party with a single ex- 
ception, voted for Mr. Davis. 

t was said that many of gov. D’s political and per- 
sonal friends did not freely support him for senator, 
wishing him to remain in the office of governor of the 
state. This may have produced the action of his politi- 


cal opponents, as mentioned in the Gazette, to remove 
him from that office. 


Dr. Richard C. Mason, of Virginia, has been ap- 
pointed by the postmaster general, treasurer and chief 
clerk of the post office department, in the place of the 
rev. Obadiah B. Brown, resigned; and the latter has 
made an appeal to the publie that fills three and a half 
close columns of the ‘*Globe.”’ 


—_— 


In the debate in the house of representatives on the 
10th inst. on the bill for the relief of the city of Alexan- 
dria, Mr. Hawes, (of Ky.) uttered the following pleasan- 
try, which, however meant, contains a biting sareasm. 

Mr. Hawes said, his honorable friend from North Carolina, 
(Mr. Speight), had sounded the administration trumpet, and 
called upon all the friends of the administration to come for- 
ward and resist this attempt at extravagant expenditure, and as 
Mr. H. held himself to be as good an administration man as any 
gentleman upon that floor, he felt bound to obey the summons 
of the trumpeter. He was, however, somewhat afraid it would 
turn out like the case of a man in the western country celebrat. 
ed for raising hogs, who was in the habit every morning of call- 
ing them, and when they came up he gave them nothing to eat. 
At last they refused to come at his call, and the man swore he 
would change the breed of his hogs, because they refused to 
obey his summons. (Laughter.) But Mr. H. agreed with his 
honorable friend, and he would give his reason for it. ; 


The senate of Ohio has rescinded the resolution 
against the bank, of the last session, 19 to 16; and the 
Washington Globe states that ‘‘they have not only re- 
scinded the resolutions of the previous year against the 
bank, but have in effect voted that it ought to be rechar- 
tered.” 

The councils of Philadelphia have passed a resolution 
offering to build a state house for the legislature and the 
executive of Pennsylvania, to be placed on the west side 
of Independence square, if the legislature will consent to 
remove the seat of government to that city, and will give 
the city power to build upon said square. 

The politicians of Pennsylvania are ina mighty fer- 
ment, and are loudly huzzaing for /Vo/f, or huzzaing 
for Muhlenberg. ‘The ins are well content with gov. 
Wolf, and insist that the ‘‘democracy” shall elect him a 
third time: the outs will have ‘‘rotation in office,” and are 
clamorous in favor of Mr. Muhlenberg. Both parties 
are trying their strength in appointing delegates to 


~~ 


the nominating convention, which is to be held next 
month, by the decision of whieh both parties seem 
pledged to abide. Governor Wolf’s friendship for Mr. 
Van Buren, is doubted by the “rotation in office” 
party—and this party draws much strength from the 
public officers of the United States in Pemapivnda 
who are opposed to “rotation in office.” A common 
interest influences, though made up of entirely opposite 
elements. 

No one expected, ten years ago, that the desire of pub- 
lic office would produce the alarming things that we 
see—or that great parties would be marshalled by per- 
sons feeding at the *‘publie erib.” 





It is announced in the Philadelphia National Gazette 
that Robert Walsh, esq. has beeome sole proprietor of 
the American Quarterly Review, heretofore published 
under his chief conduet as editor, and that for its future 
management he has associated with himself his son, 
Robert M. Walsh. The first nomber of the series under 
this new arrangement, is to be issued on the Ist March. 
The American Quarterly has heretofore numbered among 
its contributors many of our eminent literary men, and 
the hope is entertained by the new proprietor, that the 
number of bright names on this list will be increased, 
rather than diminished, in time to come. 

Sinee the great verdict in favor of Mr. Randall against 
the Chesapeake and Delaware canal company, the owners 
or masters of vessels, passing through that canal, have 
been much vexed by elaims for the payment of tolls made 
by both parties—the company and Mr. Randall, an at- 
tachment of the tolls being allowed in favor of the latter. 
Some proceedings have been had on this subjeet in the 
legislature of Maryland; and, though, perhaps, not at 
present, it seerns pretty clear that some ‘‘countervailing” 
measures will be adopted, unless these impositions are 
speedily abated;—and, if they are not, that vast work 
will rapidly decay, as the tolls will be diminished, and 
neither party feel — to expend its reeeipts in keep- 
ing the eanal in a state of repair. 

In the house of representatives of Massachusetts, the 
petition of bishop Fenwick and others, for remuneration 
in relation to the destruction of the Ursuline convent, 
was taken up and referred to a select committee. 

The people of New York not only seriously contem- 
plate a ‘‘ship channel” to Lake Erie, but also a rail road, 
through the southern range of counties from Buffalo, 
to a point on the Hudson, twenty miles above the city of 
New York. 

The inealeulably great intereourse that is growing up 
between the east and the west, will give full employ- 
ment to all the works now projected to link the republic 
together; and we earnestly wish success to every one 
of them. 


New York is making other efforts to secure the trade 
of the west. The Cincinnati Intelligencer, says ‘ta new 
transportation line is to be established between New 
York and this place, via the canal and lakes, to deliver 
goods in fifteen days.” 


oe 


It is stated that even at this inclement and dull season 
of the year, the travel between New York and the thrifty 
town of Wewark, N. J. on the rail road alone, is from 
1,500 to 2,000 weekly. 

It is expected that the legislature of Virginia will 
guaranty the payment of the interest on $500,000, to be 
borrowed for extending the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, 
on pledges offered by the canal company, which are also 
tendered to Maryland—and are amply sufficient, in 
our opinion, provided that great work shall be accom- 
plished even only to Cumberland—for then a very heavy 
business must needs be transacted on the canal, the town 
just named becoming a great place of deposite between 
the east and the west, whether eommodities are proceed- 
ing to or from Pittsburgh or Wheeling; and especially 





from the former when the Monongahela shal} be open- 
ed for navigation, as it will be, sooner or later. 
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A convention has lately been held at Pitisburgh, and 
unanimously adopted resolutions proposing to memo- 
rialize congress for further aid for the canal, and parti- 
cularly inviting their attention to the western section of 
that work; to ask from the legislature of Pennsylvania a 
pledge or guaranty for the payment of interest on two 
millions of dollars, to be applied to the western section 
of the canal lying within the limits of that state, &c. &e. 

The council (senate) of New Jersey has decided, 10 to 
3, that the passage of any act recognizing [another] rail 
road across the state would be a violation of the faith of 
the state, and injurious to its interest. So the ‘‘mono- 
gn is to be continued to the present Camden and Am- 

oy rail road. The law of the state, granting that ‘‘mo- 
nopoly,”? we suppose, will be tested. 


The ‘‘Alexandria Gazette” says—Mr. Clay, of Ala- 
bama, stated in debate, recently, that, in issuing patents 


for land only, the general land office was one hundred 
thousand dollars in arrears! 


We saw it stated, that, immediately after the assault 
of Lawrence on the president with an intent to kill him, 
that the latter, in a moment of excitement, had charged 
Mr. Poindexter with being a party to the wicked, and, 
we willadd, unpardonable offence, unless committed by 
amaniac. We hoped thata mistake had been made— 
and, if not, that the matter would be passed over asa 
thoughtless ebullition of a warm temperament, and so 
we think that it ought to have been. But it now appears, 
from the ‘*United States Telegraph,” that Mr. P. ad- 
dressed a letter on the subject to the president, in a ‘‘re- 
spectful” tone, to which the latter replied, and, in the 
language of the Telegraph, ‘“tadded insult to injury.’* 
it is with sincere regret that we mention these things— 
they are wrong, in every step; and, it is said, they ‘‘will 
not rest here.” It isa great evil, indeed, that political 
differences of opinion should lead to the many unplea- 
sant events that it is our duty to record—as well as to no- 
tice the degradation and abuse of the public press. Truth 
would be a victor without violence, if permitted to ap- 
. These things will not ‘‘tell well in history.”” We 

elieve that the state of parties never ran so high, as at 
present. We see not the necessity of quarrelling with, 
or personally abusing a neighbor, because he uses the 
yg of thinking and acting for himself, as we ourselves 
0. 

There has been another riot on the line of the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio canal, near Galloway’s mill, as we learn 
from the Hagerstown ‘Torch Light’”—many laborers, 
on a certain section, turned-out for higher wages, and 
would neither work themselves, nor let others work. A 
troop of horse, and company of riflemen, with directions 
to use force to preserve the public peace, happily reduc- 
ed the rioters to order, and drove them away. To refuse 


such persons employment is the surest way to check a 
riotous spirit. 


At daybreak, on the 8th instant, the mereury was 
found to have sunk to one degree below zero, at Raleigh, 
North Carolina. Perhaps the mereury never before 
stood so low at that place. 

The second spell of cold weather that we have felt in 
Baltimcre seemed more severe than the first, (though 
the thermometer stood about 8 or 10 degrees higher, ) 
and much more ice was made in the Chesapeake. The 
water appeared covered with ice many miles below An- 
napolis—as far as the eye could reach, aided by the best 
glasses, from the state house. Indeed, it is said that— 

One of the pilots, who has come up from below, states, that 
on Monday last, the whole bay was frozen over to capes Henry 
and Charles, and that the pilot boats had great difficulty in get- 
ting in from sea—ice two and a half inches thick. This may 
be regarded as a most remarkable circumstance, not happening, 





*A correspondent of the New York ‘Commercial Advertiser,”’ 
however, says— 

“fam also enabled to inform you, that the letter gov. Poin- 
dexter addressed to gen. Jackson on Saturday, the 3lst Janua- 
ry, was opened by major Donelson, who has charge of the pri- 
vate correspondence of the president, aud by him was destroyed. 
Gen. Jackson has not seen it.” ; 








perhaps, once in fifty years. The distance from Baltimore to 
the capes, is estimated at about 200 miles. 


{r-The weather has become moderate in the two 
days last past—and the splendid ship Napier, with a 
large cargo from Liverpool, and several other valuable 
vessels, that were aground and fast in the ice off Kent 
Island, have been relieved by the ice-boat and the steam- 
boat Maryland, and are now safe, at Baltimore. The 
bay has been suddenly almost cleared of ice. 

The following is good evidence that the weather has 
been *‘pretty considerably” cold, as maj. Downing would 
say !— 

The New York Gazette of Feb. 2, states that the southern 
mail, due at5o’clock, A. M. on Sunday, did not arrive ull 1], 
and adds thatthe detention arose from the following circum- 
stances:—‘*‘When the car arrived at Hyattstown, the engineer 
could not procure any water to replenish the boiler, the pumps 
all being frozen. ‘They then proceeded a few miles further to 
Colestown, where the same difficulty was experienced. Here, 
however, an attempt was made to thaw out the pump buckets, 
but before they had completed this operation it was ascertained 
that the small quantity of water remaining in the boilers had be- 
come congealed!!! Asa ltast resource an open wagon was pro- 
cured, in which the mail was conveyed to South Amboy, and 
thence to Jersey city, and New York.”’ 


The slave trade is pursued with great spirit from Cuda 
—though some vessels are captured by the British. The 
poor Africans, however, are not sent back—but added to 
the mass of slave matter on the island, the captors mak- 
ing some prize-money out of them. A letter from Ha- 
vana, dated Jan. 20, says-—-170 slavers have sailed from 
this place since Sept. 1835. Four vessels from Africa 
have arrived here within 12 days, their re (4,300) 
having been landed on the coast, and ‘‘trotted up” to the 
city. 

A letter from Port au Prinee, Hayti, dated January 
13, says— 

We have two French ships of war here, and it is said that 
the French government has accepted the offer of this govern- 
ment, made some time since. This government is to pay 
1,000,000 of franes in cash, this being the debt of Lafitte, be- 
sides 45,000,000 francs, to be paid in 45 years. We consider 
the affairs between the two governments as finally settied. 


This is a pretty long period of payment, and the rate 
per annum, is small—say $200,000. The time was, 
when the whole debt might have been paid out of the 
surplus products of the island, in a single year; but now 
the population is sparse and very poor, and without a 
hope of improvement. 


Letters of the 7th of May have been received from 
capt. Back. He was then just about to depart, with a 
hope of reaching the coast of the Arctic sea. The Es- 
quimaux had behaved very kindly to capt. B. and his 
party. 

The imports of American cotton, at Havre, for the 
last five years, was as follows:—1830—152,995 bales; 
1831—121,116; 1832—165,885; 1833—181,611; 1834— 
134,057. 


The plague yet awfully prevailed at Constantinople. 
It is said that one-tenth of the population had already 
died of it—and it was spreading to other places. The 
Turks are fatalists, and do nothing to prevent its ap- 
proaches—but we thought that their prejudices were giv- 
ing way to the use of means to save life. 


The following account of the troubles between the 
Georgians and the Creeks, is taken from the ‘*Milledge- 
ville Recorder:” 

It appears that the Indians had been killing stock in the coun- 
ties of Randolph, Sumter and Stewart. The Georgians remon- 
strated, and were replied to by threats. On the 11th of Janua- 
ry, a party of about twenty whites, went in pursuit of a maraad- 
ing party of Indians. They met an equal number 15 miles from 
Lumpkin, a fight ensued, in which 5 Indians were supposed to 
be killed, and 2 whites wounded. The whites retreated. On 
the 18th, in Sumter, the Indians, to the number of fifteen or 
twenty, stole a negro lad and pony, and were pursued by twenty 
or twenty-five whites, who overtook them 25 miles from Lump- 
kin; a slight skirmish ensued, in which it was supposed two or 
three Indians were killed. The negro had effected his escape, 


and the pony was recovered; though from the Indians occupy- 
ing the swamp, the whites were = toe again to give back. n 
the 26th, a small band of Indians 


seven) headed by a white 
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man, stole a negro man, who, escaping the same day, informed 
the whites of the circumstance, who, to the number of eleven, 
Went in pursuit, and came upon them in the 18th district of 
Stewart county, 15 miles from Lumpkin, another skirmish took 
place, the [ndians retreating, until they reached an ambuscade 
of their countrymen, of probably fifty men, who fired upon the 
pursuers, killing a Mr. Powell, formerly of Appling, and mor- 
tally wounded Thomas Jolinson, formerly of Jefferson county, 
who died next day, and severely wounding another. ‘he whites 
retreated, bearing with them the wounded men. The body of 
Mr. Powell was recovered next day. 


The little republic of Equador is the prey of military 
bands. Any one who can muster a force of 200 men 
sets up for reform and proclaims liberty, and so forth; 
and plunders those who do not acknowledge his supre- 
macy—if strong enough to gather spoils. 

oH Been 
FOREIGN NEWS. 
From French papers to the 13th January, and English to the 10th 
inclusive, 
FRANCE, 

Captain Stoddard, of the Havre packet, arrived at New York, 
reports that the president’s message was landed at Havre on 
the 6th January, and created much sensation on change in that 
city. It was subsequently reported at Havre that notes had 
been exchanged between Mr. Livingston, our minister, and 
admiral de Rigny, the French secretary for foreign affairs, the 
poms: of which was understood to be that the bill would 

ave been brought forward in the chambers on the 12th, with 
every prospect of success; but that in consequence of the 
excitement occasioned by the threat in the president’s mes- 
sage, the subject would not be brought forward during that ex- 
citement; and, further, that if our congress gave their sanction 
to the measure proposed by the president, the French govern- 
meut would consider it a declaration of war, and make reprisals 
immediately. 

Captain S. states the general opinion was against paying the 
claim until they could hear further from this couutry. Those 
who had been in favorare now against paying, as they are 
unwilling to be driven into it. Mr. Welles, the American 
banker at Paris, had sold out largely in the French funds, in 
consequence of the threatened difficulties between the two 
countries. It was the opinion of the prominent American mer. 
chants at Havre, that but for the threat in question, the claims 
would have been settled. 


The following is an extract from a letter from a very respec- 
table house dated— 

Havre, Jan.9. Your favor 8th December, is at hand. The 
president’s message, we are afraid, will be the cause ofa great 
deal of mischief. It has already created a great deal of irrita- 
tion in this commercial emporium, and by the mail from Paris 
this morning, we learn that it is the general opinion, that the 
president’s recommending the seizure of French property in 
the United States, will be the cause of the legislative bodies re- 
fusing the appropriation necessary to the payment of the Ameri- 
can claims. We have no doubt that the law would have passed 
the two chambers, had the president’s words been less severe, 
but recommending the seizure of French property is a complete 
declaration of war, which could not be borne from barbarians. 

in the absence of any thing official on the subject, the feeling 
of the French nation and government, may be gathered from 
the tone of the several journals, some of whose paragraphs we 
shall briefly notice. 

The journal Le Temps, a moderate paper, says: 

**A proclamation of unexpected violence has reached us from 
across the Atlantic. Itis the chief of a pretended liberal re- 
public, who addresses it to France, liberal and just. It is to 
be regretted that gen. Jackson has prejudged, in a tone pre- 
maturely hostile, the conclusion of a question which he knows 
must be submitted by us to a new legislature. 

“Setting aside the rights of the United States, and the delays 
of which they pretend to have a right to complain, there is, in 
this affair of the 25 millions to which they lay claim, a question 
of constitutional law, which ought to have been better un- 
derstood and appreciated by the chief of a state, governed by 
the most rigorous constitutional principles. 

“Notwithstanding some declamatory precautions against the 
language being construed into an intention to intimidate France, 
it is too clear that in this affair, gen. Jackson has showa him- 
self, similar to what he has been in his difficulties with the 
bank—that is to say—an arrogant logician, and a self willed 
patriot. 

‘*France need not be uneasy about these bravadoes, which 
certain private interests have no doubt dictated, particularly as 
these interests are not circumscribed by the limits of the union, 
and that it would not be difficult to designate that corner of 
Paris from which may have proceeded, the advice followed by 
the writers of the mesaage.’’ 

The Journal des Debats, a ministerial paper, remarks: 

“At the moment when public attention was on the point of 
‘being naturally called back to the American treaty, at the mo- 
ment when it became the imperious duty of every one to ex. 
amine coolly and without bias, a question of general interest, 
we cannot but deplore the unexpected appearance of a docu. 


ment, which wounds the most noble and holy susceptibilities 
of a great people. 








We are far from taking as the expression of public opinion, 
the threatning tone which runs throughout every part of the 
message that concerns the relations of the United States wih 
France. Of the three powers in the state, one only has spoken 
it is that of one Whose previous life, Whose recollections, whose 
habits of military command and perhaps embarrassments of dc. 
mestic policy, would most likely carry bins beyond the limits of 
wisdom and reason. Ln the silence of the two others, we are 
even authorised, thus far, not to consider serious, those mena- 
ces which cannot in any event be realised without the sanction 
of all the constitutional powers. But we have notwithstanding 
felt with equal force, a language to which it would be too easy 
to reply, if we wished to return recollection for recollection, or 
menace for menace! France has rarely known her fidelity to 
engagements (loyaule) called in question, and it is not the Only 
characteristic she incontestibly possesses. 

This susceptibility, wounded in us as itis in every one who 
bears a French heart—this susceptibility, which we may per- 
haps be permitted to express more warmly than any others— 
we who were so sincerely engaged in the defence of the treaty 
—we do not doubt that the government experiences it to a 
great extent, we even fear we ought rather to moderate this 
sentiment, than to excite it. 

But likewise we cannot forget as a guardian of all rights and 
of all interests, it is particularly the duty of the government to 
examine, without passion, the mest irritating questions. 

Such as it now is, thatof the American treaty calls for the 
gravest reflection. Without doubt, the intrinsic merit of the 
negotiation has Jost nothing in our eyes by the blameable pro- 
cedure of the American government. The treaty is at this day 
not less just nor Jess polite than it was yesterday. 

But there is a question of dignity which now adds to the 
complication of the political question. We do not know what 
course the government will think proper to follow in this 
affair. But of this we are certain, that they will consider it in 
the double point of view it now presents, and that their efforts 
will be directed to reconcile national honor with the faiih of 
treaties.’?’ 

The Journal du Commerce, (anti. ministerial) observes: 

**Neither can we blame the president for dwelling in exagge- 
rated terms on the undoubted justice of his claim, or for adopt- 
ing that view of the case, most favorable to himself, when he 
says that France has acknowledged the debt, and that the eivi- 
lized world will attribute to her the blame.’’ ad e ad 

“Tt is well known in the United States, that no treaty imply- 
ing a vote of subsidies, is obligatory upon the country until it 
has obtained the assent of the chambers, and all governments 
who treat with our’s ought to govern themselves accordingly. 
The fact is, that the intention of the chamber was not peremp- 
torily to deny all right of claim to the United States, but to ap- 
peal to anew negotiation, in which, with a view to the inter- 
ests of France, certain facts might come under consideration 
which the negotiators of the treaty appear to have forgotten.”’ 

“The seizure of French property, indicated as the eventual 
means of punishment, is little worthy the high civilization of 
the United States. We believe, for our part, that if French 
property is seized in America, American property ought to be 
treated in the same way in France; and that if American cruiz- 
ers are met by our cruizers, committing depredations on our 
commerce, the corsairs ought to be treated as pirates, accord- 
ing to the strict letter of the law of nations; seeing, that to ex- 
ercise the right of fitting out for privateering, it is previously 
necessary to declare war, and the United States have not come 
to that as yet.”’ 

The Constitutionnel (anti-ministerial) says: 

“That all are unanimous in feeling that the dignity of France 
has been wounded by the president’s message; but he is de- 
ceived if he supposes that his menace will induce the legisla- 
tive bodies to give a sanction which they have once refused. 
Whatever may be the timorous habits of the chambers, they 
will not, in the face of the country, appear to yield to fear. 
The United States have ruined their cause even if their claims 
had been legitimate.’’ 

The Quotidienne (Carlist) “‘considers president Jackson’s 
positions to be so ridiculous, that itis impossible to take them 
to the letter.’’ 

The Courier Francais (anti- ministerial) says: 

“The president imputes to the will of ministers alone the 
non-execution of the ratified treaty, without taking into account 
that the constitution grants to the chamber a veto upon all pe- 
cuniary stipulations of the government, whether resulting from 
diplomatic treaties or private arrangements.”? 

* + 7 . & - 





* 7. 
“This document bears the impression of an irritation which 
we expected, without, however, conceiving that it should or 
would be carried to such a degree of violence. I[t is not very 
edifying to hear a government, which professes the eternal prin- 
ciples of liberty and justice, declaring its resolution to avenge 
itself upon individuals for supposed wrongs done by their go- 
vernment, and proposing a confiscation, or something approach- 
ing toa confiscation, of their property, as a political measure 
within the rules of common right. The ill humor of the prest- 
dent has led him to find indications of evil intention in certain 
circumstances attending the conduct of France, whieh in them- 
selves were perfecily insignificant; it has also made him a@s- 
sume a menacing tone which ill accords with those conciliating 
inclinations of which he made so much parade. His threats, 


however, will produce no effect. A rupture would be as fully 
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rejudicial to America as to France, and he will think twice 
fore he resorts to any measures which would suspend the re- 
lations of amity between the two countries.’’ 

Le Journal du Havre (anti ministerial) thus remarks: 

“The motives which general Juckson has assigned for his 
menaced hostilities, have appeared too feeble to give much in- 
quietude to France, aud a war with the United States appears 
to come from too great a distance to cause real alarm to a coun- 
try so litthe maritime as ours. , : ‘s , 

Shame and coufusion to the ministers, if the chambers refuse 
the mdemuity and despise the warlike language of the mes 
sage. Shame and confusion again to the ministers and the 
chainber, if the latter humiliates itself so far as to participate, 
by a vote of adhesion, in the plots of the execative.’’ 

A correspondent of the same paper speaks thus: 

“A great personage wished to profit by the kind of panic pro- 
duced by the message of the president of the United States, to 
present the law for the 25 millions; but ministers, who have so 
many Other causes of embarrassment, made objections to it, 
aud probably the law in question will be adjourned until after 
the fall of the present cabinet.” 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

The president’s message was received at Liverpool on the 
9th January, and had produced much excitement there. That 
part of the message which relates to our affairs with France is 
copied, with the imposing caption—‘‘President’s message—war 
with France.”’ 

The city of London had returned four ultra reformers to the 
next parliament, which circumstance had depressed the price 
of securities from } to } percent. Both parties were highly ex- 
cited, aud every exertion had been used on both sides to insure 
success. As far as information had been received, the elections 
in Bogland had terminated tather favorably to the ministers, 
having gained fourteen members. In Ireland, it was believed 
the conservatives would be generally successful. O’Connell’s 
nominations, in most instances, had but poor prospects. His 
own popularity is said to be on the wane,and his election for 
Dublin doubtful. Despairing of the succees of bis son Maurice 
for Tralee, he was about to start fur that borough himself. 

TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS—SECOND SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February 13. Mr. Frelinghuysen presented the memorial of 
the Cherokee delegation on the subject of their reservations. 

Several bills were reported from committees and disposed of. 

The bill regulating the number and compensation of the cus- 
tom louse oflicers was read a third time and passed. 

At one o’clock, on motion of Mr. Calhoun, the senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill reported by him on exe- 
cutive patronage, to repeal the first and second sections of an 
act to limit the terms of service of certain civil officers, approv- 
ed the 15th of May, 1820. 

The bill being taken up as in committee of the whole, was 
read, and 

Mr. Culhoun addressed the senate in explanation and defence 
of his views concerning the bill. 

Mr. Benton replied at much length. 

to Southard followed in support of the bill, and was follow- 
ed by 

Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Benton. 

During the observations of Mr. Benton, he made use of an ex- 
pression, that the senator from South Carolina, in a part of the 
language of the report, “‘had the boldness to make a direct at- 
tack on truth.’’ 

Mr. Poindexter called the senator to order. 

The words being taken down, 

The chair stated its impression, that as he did not understand 
the senator from Missouri as imputing falsehood to the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, and unless he had gone further aud 
charged the senator from South Carolina with intentional mis- 
representation, the chair did not consider him as out of order. 

r. Webster appealed from the decision of the chair, giving 
his reasons. 

The yeaa and nays were then ordered on the appeal, on the 
motion of Mr. Poindezter. 

Some discussion then took place, in which Mr. Cuthbert, Mr. 
King, of Alabama, Mr. Leigh, Mr. Bibb, Mr. Goldsborough, Mr. 
Linn, Mr. Hendricks, Mr. Poindexter, Mr. Frelinghuysen, Mr. 
Tyler and Mr. Preston, participated. 

The question was then taken On sustaining the decision of 
the chair, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Grundy, Hill, Kane, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Man- 
gum, Morris, Preston, Robinson, Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Tyler, White, Wright—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Clay. Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Golds- 
borough, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Linn, McKean, 
Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Silsbee, 
Smith, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Waggaman, Webster—24. 

So the decision of the chair was reversed. 

Ps Benton then rose to ask what further steps were propos 
ed. 

The chair stated, that, under the rules of the house of repre- 
sentatives, when a member was pronounced out of order, he 
WAs NOt permitted to proceed without leave. 

Mr. Webster rose and said, that he was anxious only in refer- 

ence to the rules of the senate, and he hoped the senator would 


Mr. Calhoun said he was about to make the same proposition, 

when he was aaticipated by the senator from Massachusetts. 

Leave was then given, and 

Mr. Benton proceeded with his remarks for a short time, when 

F Mr. Calhoun replied, aud, after a few remarks from Mr. Cuth- 
ert, 

The senate adjourned at half past five o’clock. 

February \4. Various bills having been reported by commit- 

tees and disposed of, petitions presented and relerred, and pri- 

vate claims acted on, 

The bill for the reliefof the legal representatives of lieutenant 

Robert Jowett, late of the Virginia line, deceased, was taken 

up aud considered as in committee of the whole; when 

Mr. Hill moved to amend the bill by inserting a provision that 

it must first be ascertained at the treasury department, that the 

said Jowett is entiled to commutation under a law of congress. 

Mr. Hill opposed the bill. 

Mr. Leigh explained, and advocated the bill. 

Mr. Hill called for the yeas and nays on the question, which, 

having been ordered, the amendment was rejected—yeas 3, 

nays 35, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Hill, Tallmadge, Wright—3. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Brown, Clay, Cuthbert, 

Ewing, Frelinghuysen,Goldsborough, Grundy, Hendricks, Kane, 

Kent, King, of Alabama, Knight, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Moore, 

Morris, Naudain, Poindexter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Shep- 

ley, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, Tyler, 

Webster, White—35. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 

without a division. [Passed next day.] 

The senate proceeded to the special order, being the bill to 

repeal the act to fix the number and compensation of certain 

officers; when the debate of yesterday was resumed, and con- 

tinued by Mr. Ewing and Mr. Bild in favor of the bill, and by 

Mr. Kane and Mr. Shepley against it. 

Mr. Clay then laid on the table the following amendment, 

which he suggested for the consideration of the senate and the 

committee: 

Be it further enacted, That in all instances of appointment to 

office by the president by and with the advice and consent of 

the senate, the power of removal shall be exercised only in eon- 

currence with the senate; and when the senate is not in ses- 

sion, the president may suspend any such officer, communicat- 

ing his reasons for the suspension during the first month of its 

succeeding session, and if the senate concur with him the offie 

‘cer shall be removed; but if it do not concur with him, the offi- 

cer shall be restored to office. 

After a few words from Mr, Buchanan, and Mr. Clay, 

The senate adjourned. 


February 16. Mr. Waggaman presented instructions from 
the legislature of Louisiana, on the subject of a grant of land 
for purposes of education. 

Mr. Webster reported the bill from fue other house making 
appropriations for fortifications, with amendments. 

Mr. Preston offered a resolution appointing Thursday next 
for the election of printer to the senate. 

Fifiy-nine bills from the other house, for pensions and pri- 
vate claims, were read and disposed of. 

The bill to authorise the adoption of the penal code prepared 
for the District of Columbia, was then taken up in committee 
of the whole, and 

Mr. Tyler having explained the objects of the bill, 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, the bill was laid on the table, 
and the senate took up the bill repealing the act limiting the 
service of certain officers, and ordered it to a third reading by 
the following vote, yeas 26, nays 15 

The senate adjourned. 

February 17. Mr. Moore reported a bill concerning pre-emp- 
tions of certain settlers on the public lands. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Preston, appointing 
Thursday next to go into the election of a printer, wag taken 
up. 

Mr. Preston made a few remarks explanatory of the object of 
the resolution, and of its accordance with the usage of the 
house. 

Mr. Clay moved to lay the resolution on the table for the pre- 
sent; but withdrew his motion, and 

Mr. Benton rose and opposed the resolution. 

Mr. Preston replied to him, and 

Mr. Clay entered into a few remarks explanatory of his ren- 
sons for desiring the action om the resolution delayed, and the 
resolution was accordingly laid on the table; with the declara- 
tion, on the part of Mr. Preston, that he would call it up on 
Tuesday next. 

The bill repealing the act limiting the service of certain off- 
cers was taken up, warmly debated by Messrs. Buchanan, Cla:- 
ton, Preston, Wright and Ewing; but before the question wig 
put on its final passage, the senate adjourned. 

February 18. The chair communicated to the senate a report 
from the general post office, containing a statement of its debts, 
&c. referred. 

Mr. Benton made a report recommending additional appro- 
priations for certain fortifications. 

Mr. Hendricks presented a resolution from the legialature of 
Indiana concerning certain saline reservations. 

Mr. Benton offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted by the senate on the 





bave leave tu proceed. 





28th day of March, in the year 1834,in the following words: 
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“ Resolved, That the president,in the late executive proceedings in 
relation to the public revenue, has assumed upon himself authority 
and power not conferred by the constitution and laws, but in dero- 
gation of both,” be, and the same hereby is ordered to be expung- 
ed from the journals of the senate, because the said resolution is 
illegal and unjust, of evil example, indefinite and vague, ex- 
pressing acriminal charge without specification; and was irre- 
gularly and unconstitutionally adopted by the senate, in sub- 
version of the rights of defence which belong to an accused, 
and impeachable officer; and at a time, and under circumstan- 
ces, to involve peculiar injury to the political rights and pecu- 
niary interests of the people of the United States. 

Mr. Poindexter objected to the reception of the resolution, 
On the ground that it was out of order. The constitution 
made it the duty of the two houses to keep a journal of their 
proceedings. Each house, therefore, in refusing to incorporate 
its proceedings in the journal, would be guilty of an unconstitu- 
tional act. It would be a viviation of the constitutional requi- 
sition, if either house were not to spread their requisition on 
the journal, though it might relate to matters which the body 
might afterwards regret. He understood, according to the rules 
of the senate, that a motion to amend the journals must be 
made on the morning on which the journal of the preceding 
day was read. He regarded the present resolution as entirely 
out of order, and could not be received by the senate. The 
proceedings to which it related being on the journals, it was 
due to the several sovereign states that they should see the re- 
cord. To admit the principle claimed in this resolution, would 
be to open the journals to correction from the commencement 
of the government. With these views he was opposed to the 
reception of the resolution, as out of order. 

Mr. Brown thought the remarks and the ground taken by the 
senator from Mississippi were at once novel and indefensible. 
Whenever a proposition stated any thing which was derogatory 
to the character of the senate, or was indecorous in its language, 
it might be arrested in its incipient state. But it was not con- 
tended that this resolution contained any thing which was de- 
fogatory to the senate, or indecorous in itself. Therefore, he 
should be opposed to the motion of the senator from Missis- 
sippi. 

Mr. Leigh expressed a wish that the senator from Mississip- 
would withdraw his objection. He, himself, wished the 
nds of the resolution to have every opportunity afforded 

them to assign their reasons why it ought to be adopted, as also 
those who concurred in the views of the senator from Missis- 
sippi, as he most heartily did for one. He believed that the 
proposition was hostile to the constitution, and in open viola- 
tion of our duty, and that its tendency was to the entire de- 
struction of the whole frame of our government. It was a pro- 
position not only to expunge a resolution from the journals of 
the house; but it would expunge the authority of the house it- 
self. He hoped the senator would withdraw his objection. 

Mr. Poindexter, in compliance with the request of the sena- 
tor from Virginia, withdrew his objection: when 

= - nee of Mr. Benton, the resolution was ordered to be 
printed. 

The bill supplementary to the act making donations of land 
to certain Polish exiles was considered, amended and ordered 
40 a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, it was ordered that the senate in fu- 
ture meet at 11 o’clock A. M. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill to repeal 
the first and second section of the act to limit the term of office 
of certain officers therein named. 

Mr. Clay addressed the senate in support of the bill, and, af- 
ter he had concluded, 

Mr. Grundy commenced some remarks in reply, but before 
the had preceeded far, he gave way; and 

On motion of Mr. Tyler, the senate adjourned. 

February 19. Mr. Buchanan introduced a bill, further to sus- 
pend the operation of certain provisos of an act to amend the 
several acts imposing duties on imports of 1834—twice read and 
referred. 

A communication was received from the secretary of the 
treasury, shewing the amount and number of contracts entered 
into by his department in 1834. 

The bill in amendment of the several acts providing punish- 
meut for offences committed in American vessels on the high 
seas, was read a second time, and on the motion to engross it 
fer a third reading, rejected, ayes 22, noes 23. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill to repeal the 
first and second sections of the act to limit the term of office of 
certain officers therein named, now at its third reading. 

Mr. Grundy conctuded his speech in opposition to the bill. 
Mesers. Bibb and Clayton corrected certain statements made 
by the gentleman from Tennessee. Mr. Cuthbert made a few 
remarks; and, Mr. Poindexter having expressed a desire to 
speak, if the debate was continued till to morrow, the senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Feb. 13. On motion of Mr. Briggs, the committee 
on the post office, were discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the resolutien relative to curtailing the franking privi- 
lege. 

On motion of Mr. E. Whittelsey, the National Temperance 
society were allowed the use of the hall on Monday evening 
nest. 








Mr. Polk moved a resolution fixing on thie day at twelve 
o’clock, to consider the bill regulating deposites, and one 
o’clock to consider the bill relative to the transfer of the com- 
missioners of loans from the United States bank to certain 
state bauks, and that the said bills should be thus considered 
daily, until disposed of. The question being taken it was de- 
cided in the negative. 

Mr. Connor from the committee appointed at the Ias 
to investigate the affairs of the post office, 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EF. Whittlesey on the part of the minority of said com- 
mittee, made a report on the same subject, which on his mo- 
tion, was ordered to be printed. 

On mo.ion of Mr. Gilmer, the joint resolution offered by him 
some days since, relative to the election of president and vice 
president, was read a second time and made the order of the 
day for Thursday next. 


Mr. Hannegan then laid on the table, an amendment to the 
said joint resolution, providing that the senators of the United 
States be elected directly by the people, which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Williams withdrew the motion which he submitted yes- 
terday for the rejection of the bill granting bounty land to the 
militia and rangers who defended the frontier during the late 
war with Great Britain. 

The bill was then read, a second time, and Mr. Casey moved 
that it be committed to a committee of the whole house. 

Mr. Williams moved to lay the bill on the table, which mo- 
tion prevailed, yeas 131, nays 86. 

The speaker \aid before the house four reports, in answer to 
calls on the department of war, which were disposed of. 

The several bills which were ordered to a third reading on 
and subsequently to the 6th inst. were considered and passed. 

The bill to provide further compensation for the marshal of 
the district of Delaware, was read a third time and passed. 


The bill for the relief of citizens of Arkansas who lost proper- 
ty by a treaty with the Chociaws, was taken up and after the 
adoption of some amendments, a warm and protracted debate 
arose, in which many speakers engaged. Before any action 
was had on the bill, the house adjourned. 


Saturday, Feb. 14. After the reading of the journal— 

Mr. Adams, of Mass. requested permission of the house to 
say a few words not connected with any motion or petition, 
but by way of explanation. In this request he had two objects 
in view: the one of a personal nature, the other of considerable 
interest to the community. It would probably be recollected 
that on this day week he had offered a resolution in relation to 
certain documents which he had moved for, and which, when 
obtained from the executive, had been referred to the commit- 
tee on foreign affairs. His resolution had proposed that this re- 
ference be accompanied with instructions to that committee to 
report forthwith, on that part of the annual message of the pre- 
sident of the United States to congress, at the commencement 
of this session, which relates to the state of our affairs with 
France. 


In the course of the observations he had submitted on that 
occasion, the expression had escaped him that the other branch 
of the legislature, after deliberating fully and thoroughly on the 
subject-matter of the president’s communication, had come 
unanimously to a determination “‘to dodge the question.” It 
would be remembered that the epeaker of the house had arrest- 
ed him at the moment, referring to that rule of the house which 
forbids any reference to proceedings in the other honse of con- 
gress. By thus arresting him, the speaker (without any such 
intention, no doubt), had deprived him of the means of explain- 
ing. Mr. A. had submitted and taken his seat in silence: but it 
had struck him as very hard that he should have been arrested 
on a mere formal rule of order, a rule which was violated every 
day by every member of the house, for a mere reference to the 
proceedings of the other branch of the legislature. He had, 
consequently, inquired privately of the speaker why he had 
been thus called to order for doing what was allowed to other 
members every day. The speaker had replied, that it had not 
been on the ground of a reference to what had been done in the 
senate; but of the manner of that reference; because the word 
he had employed was understood by the speaker as disrespect- 
ful to that body. Mr. A. had replied to this, that it had seemed 
to him peculiarly unfortunate when it had been merely his 
manner, and not the allusion he had made, on which he had 
been arrested and called to order, and thus precluded from 
making an explanation. That explanation he now wished to 
make, publicly disclaiming all intention of any thing disrespect- 
ful to the senate. He disclaimed in the most explicit manner, 
and had the debate proceeded, it had been his intention ulti- 
mately to recommend that the same course should be taken by 
the house. He should have recommended the honse to “dodge 
the question’? for the present, in the existing state of our infor- 
mation. Mr. A. expressed his regret to learn that some of the 
members of the senate had felt hurt at the expression he had 
used. He now,in the most public and explicit manner, declar- 
ed that it had been far, very far, from his intention to inflict 
any wound upon their feelings. He thonght that the senate 
had acted as it was their duty to do, and the conclusion to 
which they had unanimonsly arrived, was the conelnsion 
which he should have been desirous that the hoase should 
adopt. But the senate had acted; they had not gone to sleep on 
the state of our relations with France; and fie wanted the 
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house to shew, by requiring its committee to do what every 
committee ought to do, that they were not sleeping over the 
rights, honor and dignity of the country. This was the expla- 
nation he had desired to make on this part of the subject. 

But there was another subject far more important. He bad 
been advised by information from the great emporium of com- 
merce, the city of New York, that considerable commercial 
excitement had been caused there, not by the action of this 
house, but by the remarks made by himself, or by what was 
called the stand he had taken; and he had seen paragraphs in 
newspapers representing that such had been the effect that the 
holders of French goods, as well in New York as in Philadel- 

hia, had advanced the prices of those goods in consequence. 

e regretted exceedingly any such effect. He should scarcely 
brave betieved it possible that such an effect could have follow- 
ed fram what took place in the house on that occasion. He 
should have supposed that the merchants of New York and 
Philadelphia would have drawn their inferences not from what 
had been said in the house by any member, much less by him- 
seif, but rather from the action of the honse itself; and what- 
ever may, on the other day have been his martial propensities, 
or however they may have been most erroneously misrepresent- 
ed, he should suppose that reference would rather have been 
had to what the house did than to what had been said by him. 
Now the fact had been, as the speaker and the house would re- 
collect, that Mr. A. had not been supported in his motion by 
any one party in the house. The house, so far from agreeing 
to his motion, had rejected it by a large majority, and had de- 
clined even to indulge him in his request for the yeas and nays. 

This had been published to all the world: it was universally 
known; and he could not therefore have conceived it possible 
that such an effect could have been produced by any remarks 
made under such circumstances by him. But, in conclusion, 
Mr. A. wished te give notice (if such a notice could be neces- 
sary, te all merchants of the United States, that there was not 
the slightest danger that any thing which might by possibility 
fead to war, should proceed either from that house or from the 
other branch of the legislature. He now said, upon his respon- 
eibility to the nation, that there was no danger of any thing be- 
img done by either house, which might, by possibility lead to 
war with France. 

He therefore trusted that the merchants would consent to re- 
Guce to their former level the prices of their lustrings, silks, 
and ribbons, for the ornament of the ladies’ dresses for the fan 
ey balls; and not to distress them by very unneces-ary aggrava- 
tions of price. God forbid that Mr A. should be instrumental 
in taxing the fadies for the ornaments of their beauty. 

Oa motion of Mr. Hannegan, inquiry was instituted as to 
the prepriety of making Michigan city, on Lake Michigan, in 
the state of Indiana, a port of entry. 

Mr. Briggs’ motion to have 25,000 extra copies of the reports 
of the majority and minority of the committee of investigation 
on the post office printed, was taken up; and the house finally 
resolved ta print 3,000 copies of each report with the documents 
appended to them; and 20,000 copies of both reports without 
documents appended to them. On the first proposition, the 
vote stood, yeas 161, nays 47, and on the second, yeas 101, 
nays 93; and then the house adjourned. 


Monday, Feb. 16. Various memorials and petitions, in the 
order of the states, having been presented, 

Messrs. Evans, of Maine, Phillips, of Massachusetts, Dickson, 
of New York, and Denny, of Pennsylvania, severally presented 
memorials from their respective districts, praying the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, which were severally 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Marshall presented resolutions of the legislature of Ken- 
tuecky, in favor of the establishment of an armory on the western 
waters. 

Mr. Pope presented resolutions of the legislaturc of Kentucky, 
in favor of the United States government purchasing the stock 
of the Louisville and Portland canal company. 

Mr. Wise reported a resolution providing for the purchase of 
ene thousand copies of Sparks’ edition of the writings of George 
Washington, which was laid on the table, yeas 141, nays 48. 

Mr. Jarvis reported a bill making appropriation for the public 
buildings and public grounds. 

The bill authorising the Baltimore and Washington rail road 
company to construct a rail road within the District of Colum- 
bia, was taken up, considered and ordered to a third reading. 
[Passed next day. } 

> On motion of Mr. Garland, inquiry was instituted as to the 
expediency of making an appropriation for the purpose of hold- 
ing a treaty with the Caddo Indians, for the extinguishment of 
their title to a portion of the north western part of the state of 
Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the following resolution was adopt. 

ed: 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals be instruct- 
ed wo inquire into the expediency of authorising the secretary 
of the treasury to transfer the stock of the United States in the 
Chesapeake and Obie canal company to such states, corpora- 
tions or individuals, as shall secure to the board of directors, by 
subseription of stock, or otherwise, a sum sufficient to complete 
the canal to the coal mines near Cumberiand. 

The house then adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 17. Mr. Gorham presented certain resolutions 
of the legislature of Massachusetts, in relation to the fortifica- 
ons in Boston harbor. 





The house took up the resolution reported by the committee 
of elections, allowing to Robert P. Letcher per diem and mile- 
age for the last and present session. 

The question being on the amendment moved by Mr. Hardin, 
to allow the same compensation to Thomas P. Moore, who 
contested the seat of Mr. L. at the last session. 

A debate ensued on the resolution, in which many gentie- 
men participated. Before any action on the amendment was 
had, the house passed to the consideration of— 

The bill to equalize aud regulate the pay of the officers of 
the navy, and spent the whole of the day upon it; and the bill 
was finally ordered to a third reading by the following vote, 
yeas 104 nays 84. 

The house then adjourned. 


Wednesday, Feb. 18. Mr. H. Everett presented certain reso- 
lutions of the legislature of Vermont, declaring, that protection 
to domestic industry and enterprise and the furtherance of in- 
ternal improvements, are essential to the independence, pros- 
perity and defence of the country; that a national bank is ne- 
cessary as a fiscal agent; that an equitable distribution of the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands for the purpose of edu- 
cation and internal improvement, comports alike with sound 
policy and the principles of justice; that the maintenance 
of the just powers of each department of the general govern- 
ment, is essential to the preservation of the public liberty and 
the perpetuity of our free institutions, and condemning the pre- 
sident for his removal of the deposites, and for his protest to 
the senate. 

Mr. Adams called for the reading of the resolutions, which 
was ordered. 

After the reading thereof, the question was put on the print- 
ing of the resolutions: and 

Mr. Adams called tor the yeas and nays which were ordered, 
A debate ensued of considerable length. Messrs. Slade, Cage 
H. Everett, Clay, Bynum, Foster, Patton and Burges advocate 
the printing of the resolutions, though some of them disapprov- 
ed of their principles; and their printing was opposed by Messrs. 
Turrell and Beardsley, of New York. Before any final action 
was had, the house passed to the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Binney, inquiry was instiy;ted as to the 
propriety of making an appropriation fer the repa’r of Fort Mif- 
flin, and the adjaceut pier on the river Delaware. 

The bill regulating and equalizing the pay of the officers of the 
navy, was read a third time and passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, John Adams, Heman Allen, 
Anthony, Archer, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Bates, Bay- 
lies, Beale, Bell, Binney, Boon, Briggs, Brown, Bull, Bard, 
Burges, Cage, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carmichael, Chambers, 
Win. Clark, Clay, Clayton, Coffee, Cramer, Crane, Crockett, 
Darlington, Deberry, Denny, Dickson, Evans, E. Everett, H. 
Everett, Ewing, Ferris, Fillmore, Foster, Fulton, Gamble, Gar- 
land, Gholson, Gorham, Grennell, Hannegan, Hazeltine, Heath, 
Henderson, Howeil, Huntington, Wm. Jackson, Ebenezer Jack- 
son, William C. Johnson, R. M. Johnson, H. Johnson, 8. Jones, 
Kavanagh, King, Lane, Lay, Lincoln, Love, Loyall, Lucas, 
Lytle, Manning, Martindale, Marshall, J. Y. Mason, McComas, 
McKim, McKinley, Mercer, Milligan, Miner, Moore, Morgan, 
Murphy, Parker, Patton, D. J. Pearce, Phillips, Pickens, Pinck- 
ney, Pope, Potts, Reed, Rencher, W. B. Shepard, Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Steele, Stoddert, W. P. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, 
Trumbull, Turner, Tweedy, Vance, Vanderpoel, Van Honten, 
Vinton, Ward, Watmough, White, Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Wilde, Wilson, Wise, Young—117. 

NAYS—Messrs. John J. Alien, Chilton Allan, William Allen, 
Barringer, Bean, Beardsley, Beaty, Beaumont, Bockee, Bunch, 
Burns, Bynum, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chilton, Chinn, Clai- 
borne, 8. Clark, Clowney, Conner, Coulter, Day, P. Dickerson, 
Dunlap, Forrester, Fowler, Philo C. Fuller, Wm. K. Fuller, 
Galbraith, Gillet, Gilmer, Gordon, Graham, Grayson, Griffin, 
Jos. Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, Hamer, Hard, Hardin, Jos, 
M. Harper. Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Heister, 
Hubbard, Inge, Janes, Jarvis, N. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benj. 
Jones, Kilgore, Kinnard, Lansing, Laporte, Luke Lea, Thomas 
Lee, Lewis, Lyon, A. Mann,Joel K. Mann, Mardis, M. Mason, 
May, McIntire, McKay, McLene, MeVean, Miller, H. Mitchell, 
Robert Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Osgood, Page, Parks, Patterson, 
F. Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Ramsay, Reynolds, Robert- 
son, Schenck, Aug. H. Shepperd, Shinn, Smith, Standifer, Su- 
therland, William Taylor, Francis Thomas, Thomson, Turrill, 
Wagener, Wardwell, Webster, Whallon, Williams—102. 

So the bill was passed, and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The bouse then proceeded to the bill regulating the deposites 
of the public money in the state banks, the question being on 
the reconsideration of Mr. Binney’s amendment. 

Mr. Polk commenced a speech in opposition to the amend- 
ment; but before he concluded, the house adjourned. 

Thursday, Feb. 19. Mr. Chinn presented a resolution of the 
Virginia legislature relative to revolutionary claims. 

Mr. Gilmer reported a bill securing in perpetuity to certain 
Cherokee Indians, residing east of the Mississippi river, a coun- 
try west of that river, to extinguish their right of occupancy in 
Georgia, to provide for the removal of such as are desirous of 
emigrating, and for other purposes—read, &c. 

Mr. Gilmer also reported a bill making appropriations for 
holding Indian treaties—read, &e. 

Mr. King reported a bill for the suppression of lotteries and 
sale of lottery tickets in the District of Columbia—twice read, 
&c. 
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Mr. Hawes, from the select committee made a report accom- 
pg by a bill to modify the system of military instruction at 

eat Point, and for prescribing the qualifications of applicants 
for official appointments in the army of the United States. 

[The vill proposes to do away with the military academy as 
it wow exists, and to reorganize a school upon an entire new 

lan]. 
me. Dickerson, one of the committee, complained that the 
minority had wot had an opportunity of making a counter re- 
port, and objected to its reading; but afterwards modified his 
moeuon so as tO recomuntt Lhe bill. 

Mr. Hawes adwitted that be had refused the minority the use 
of his report; but said that he had offered them the documents 
upon which it was founded. 


Before the question was taken on Mr. Dickerson’s motion, 
The house took up the deposite bill, the question being on 
the reconsideration of Mr. Binney’s amendment, which proposes 


Strike from the fourth section of the bill, as reported from 
the committee of ways and means, the following clause: 

** Secondly. To keep in its vaults, or the vaults of other banks, 
an amount of specie equal to one-fourth the amount of its notes 
and bills in circulation, and the balance of its accounts with 
other banks, payable on demand.”’ 

And insert in lieu thereof the following: 

“To keep in its vaults an amount of specie, which, together 
with the balance of all its accounts with specie-paying banks, 
shall be equal to one-fifth of the amount of its notes and bills 
in circulation, and its public and private deposites.”’ 


A warin debate ensued. Messrs. Polk, Cambreleng and Mc- 
Kinley opposed the amendment of Mr. B. and advocated its re- 
consideration. Mr. Binney replied at length and supported his 
amendment. T'he house ultimately agreed to the motion to 
reconsider, yeas, 119 aves 109. 

The house refused to second a motion of Mr. Miller, of Pa. 
for the previous question; and then 

Ona motion of Mr. Clay, adjourned. 


NOMINATION, &e. OF JUDGE WHITE. 

From the first number of “the Appeal,” established at Wash- 
ington, for the support of judge White, of Tennessee, for presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Washington, Feb. 7, 1835. 
Tar Apreat. This paper, as its title imports, appeals to the 
people of the United States, and denies the right of a few office- 
holders and expectants, to control the destinies of this republic. 
To run into abuses is the tendency of all political institutions, 
and experience proves that to preserve our liberties, requires 
the most jealous watchfulness on the part of the people. Asa 
necessary consequence the organization of society requires that 
some individual should be clothed with official authority. The 
difference between our government and that of the monarchies 
of Europe is, that they hold the king is so of divine right, and 
that public officers are his agents; whereas we believe that all 
power is inherent in the people, that offices are public trusts 
delegated by them to be executed for their benefit. Such being 
the basis of our political institutions, it is manifest that when- 
ever the people acquiesce in an arrangement by which the of. 
fice-holders as a class assume to themselves the right of con 
trolling elections, there will be an end of public liberty. We 
may, itis true, have the form, the shadow of freedom, but the 
substance will have departed. So fully was our present vene- 
rated chief magistrate impressed with this truth, that the solemn 
obligation to maintain the freedom of elections constituted one 
of the most emphatic features of his first inaugural address. 
The principle there laid down admits to public officers the full 
exercise of all their rights as citizens, and condemns as dan- 
gerous to public liberty, all combinations which may bring their 
Official influence to bear upon the independent exercise of pub- 
lic opinion. If this principle be admitted, and sure none will 
venture to question it, it follows that, of all other elections, the 
choice of the chief magistrate, who is to dispense 30 large a 
share of public patronage, should be most carefully guarded 
against this dangerous interference. The president of the U. 
States should be the president of the people. He should derive 
his high station from them, and exercise its functions under a 
responsibility to them, and to them only. It is apparent, that 
to submit the selection of a candidate to a convention of office- 
holders, or of persons delegated as their representatives, would 
be to convert the elective franchise into a mere echo of an offi 
cial dictation—a consummation most disreputable to the peo 
le, and most fatal to public liberty. As the tendency of all 
netitutions is to abuses, so the tendency of party is to faction. 
The sin of the present age is office hunting. Men are taught 
that to serve the federal government is the most profitable em- 
ployment. Politics have become a profession, and the conse- 
wence is, that the profligate, the dissolute, the cunning and 
esperate, combine for the purpose of controlling elections, and 
thus propitiating the appointing power. When such a combi 
nation controls the choiee of the chief executive officer, he will 
become the president of the venal, the corrupt, and unpatriotic; 
and as he will be indebted to these for his elevation, he will be 
compelled to administer the government for their emolument. 
It was this thatjrendered the nomination by a congressional 
caucus odious to the peopic. Tt was because the usage had run 
into abuse, because there was a tendency in the system to ren- 
der the public voice subordinate to the selfish ends of corrupt 
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politicians. Ifa congressional! caucus sanctioned by the usages 
of the republican party—if that system which nominated Jefter- 
son, Madison and Monroe, was liable to this objection, and 
Was repudiated on that account, bow much more should we 
be opposed to a surrender of the elective franchise to the eon- 
trol of interested partisans, who, holding office, put their places 
in issue, or seeking office, rest their claims upon this, and other 
partisan services. 

We cannot be misunderstood. The object of this paper and 
of those upon whow it relies for support, is to appeal to the peo- 
ple from the dictation of the Baluimore convention, No one 
doubts what the objects and end of that assembly will be. The 
people have nominated ven L. Wuire, of Tennessee, as a 
candidate for the presidency. ‘The otfice-holders have long 
placed another individual in training, the purpose of the Balti- 
more convention is to puthim in nomination. We are sensi- 
ble that all who refuse to endorse this nomination will be con- 
demned, and it is as distinctly understood that its early meeting 
is intended to overrule the nomination made by the people.— 
“The Appeal” takes issue in advance. It will call upon the 
people to rally in defence of their dearest interests. It would 
arouse their dormant energies, and call them forth to defend the 
public liberty. 

We are opposed to Mr. Van Buren on the ground that the 
tendency of the New York school of polities is to divide the 
whole community into nearly equal and violent contending 
factions—the emoluments of office are held as “the spoils of 
victory,’ distributed as the reward of party prostitution. Such 
a state of things is incompatible with enlightened liberty. A 
large, and often the most virtuous, the most enlightened, the 
most patriotic portion of society is virtually proscribed—to them 
the rights of citizenship are almost denied; this is incompatible 
with the spirit of our free institutions, with that elevated sen- 
timent inculeated by gen. Jackson’s recommendation to Mr, 
Monroe, advising him as tothe course of his administration. 
To elect Mr. Van Buren will be to keep alive the bitterness of 
party rancor, which is already subjecting us to reproach in fo- 
reign nations. 

Mr. Van Buren’s most heated partisans admit that judge 
White is an orthodox republican. That he has every claim 
upon the republican party; with qualifications suited for any 
station in the gift of the people, and have more than hinted 
that he ought to run as a candidate for the vice president on the 
Van Buren ticket. 

This being admitted, we hold that it is incumbent on the do- 
minant party, in the selection of a candidate for this high office, 
to regard the honest prejudices of the minority; we should al- 
ways bearin mind that they are American citizens, and that 
the government should be so administered as to secure the 
rights, and promote the happiness of all its members. 


We are well aware that these sentiments are not acceptable 
to the politicians of our party of a particular school—we do not 
regard them however, as less worthy on that account—convine- 
ed as we are that every honest Jefferson or Jackson republi- 
can will respond to them—at all events we shail carry our **Ap- 
peal’? to the legitimate source of all power—to the people them- 
selves—and on their decision we shall rely. 


From the same. 

‘‘Do NOT DIVIDE THE PARTY.”? This is the language of the 
office holders; of those who having organized the party ma- 
chines, and got possession of the strings, pull the wires. You 
must not divide the party, say they. They even go so far as to 
say they wilt vote for judge White, if he is nominated by the 
Baltimore convention. Now there is one striking fact which 
settles this matter at once. The Baltimore convention is to be 
convened in May, for the purpose of superseding judge White, 
and to submit his nomination to that convention is to surrender 
his pretensions. It is therefore apparent, that all that is said 
in favor of the Baltimore convention, is intended to give to the 
office-holders then assembled, the choice of the president. 
Where is the use of referring the question to the people at all, 
if the Baltimore convention is to decide for whom the people 
shall vote? 

But we are told, that if we do not go into the Baltimore con- 
vention, we will be charged with deserting the party. 

The party to which we owe allegiance, is the party of the 
people. Those men who give their votes and pay their taxes 
that they may be protected in their own industry; we belonged 
to that party who put general Jackson in power in 1828, and 
we belong to the same party now. General Jackson started 
from the people; he was putin nomination by the people, so 1s 
judge White. He was in favor of reform, retrenchment, and 
rotation in office, and so is judge White. General Jackson 
fy elected by the people, so do we believe will be judge 

hite. 

But there is another decided answer to this objection of di- 
viding the party. If the office holders are unwilling to divide 
the party, let them abandon their packed convention; let them 
rally on the man whose pure republican principles are admit- 
ted; whose public and private life are without reproach, and 
whose firmness being unquestioned, is nevertheless without a 
personal or political enemy. Why will they not do this? No 
one calls in question the political faith of the people of Tennes- 
see, or that of the legislature of Alabama, who have put him in 
nomination. He is already putin nomination precisely 4 g£e- 
neral Jackson was first brought forward. Wherefore, then, 
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should the friends of the convention undertake to say, that 
those who prefer judge White to Mr. Van Buren, ought to be 
denounced for dividing the party? What right have they to 
dictate to us? The fact that they attempt to arrogate sucha 
riglit to themselves, is of itself sufficient cause to resist their 
dictation. 

But we are told that judge White will receive the opposition 
votes; and is this an argument against bim? Are not the oppo- 
sition American citizens, and is not the right of voting secured 
to them by the constitution? Is it not rather an argument in 
favor of judge White, that all parties prefer him te Mr. Van 
Buren. ‘here can be no doubt that, of all the southern and 
Western states, he will receive an alinost unanimous vote over 
Mr. Van Buren, especially in those states where the Jackson 
party is the majority; aud if he will receive the majority in 
these states, and is also stronger than Mr. Van Buren in the 
opposition states, it is apparent that he will be elected and that 
he ought not to be opposed by Mr. Van Buren. 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 
From the National Intelligencer of Feb. 14. 

In the house of representatives, yesterday, the bill which has 
passed the senate (unanimously) for reforming the administra- 
tion of the post office, received its first and second reading, and 
was referred to the post office committee. 

It was a concurrence of circumstances rather remarkable, 
that, on the same morning, the committee appointed by the 
house of representatives in June last to examine into the affairs 
of the post office, should have brought in its report. The re 
port was presented by Mr. Connor, the chairman of the com- 
mittee, and without reading, (because of its great length), was 
ordered to lie on the table, and to be printed. Mr. E. Whittle- 
sey, ou behalf of the minority of said committee, who, he said, 
had not been able to take, in all particulars, the same views as 
the majority of the committee, offered a report on their part; 
which was also ordered to lie on the table, and to be printed. 

We have not, of course, had it in our power to read any ina- 
terial portion of these important and voluminous documents. 
But, desirous to see to what conclusions the majority of the 
committee* had arrived as the result of their investigation, we 
turned to the last pages of their report, and found them there 
stated in such frank and manly terms, as to do honor equally to 
the spirit and intelligence of the committee, who lave dared be 
honest in the teeth of party. We copy the concluding para- 
graphs of the majority report (that of the minority we have not 
yet examined)—to which there is no occasion to ask the atten- 
tion of every reader: 

“The committee, in concluding this brief analytical review 
of the results of a very patient and laborious investigation of 
the condition and proceedings of the post office department, 
should not consider their duty as fully discharged to the house, 
and to the country, without frankly submitting the general con- 
clusions, to which their minds have been brought. The few 
propositions which follow, and which condense these conclu- 
sions, this committee doubt not, if examined, in a spirit of can- 
dor and impartiality, will be admitted, as just corollaries from 
this report: 

“let. The finances of this department have hitherto been 
managed without frugality, system, intelligence or adequate 
public utility. The cardinal principles of an enlightened eco- 
nomy have been violated. Ignorance of the real fiscal ability 
of the department has long prevailed. Expenses have not been 
kept within the limits of income. Means have not been pro- 
portioned to the ends sought to be attained; expenditures to the 
benefits to be purchased. The records of the department, in 
this vital particular, have not been kept with method and ac- 
curacy: for the data they furnish conduct to widely varying re- 
eults. The accounts of the receipts, expenditures and losses of 
the department do not, in fact, illustrate, with certainty, the 
actual fiscal condition of the department. No common test or 
standard appears, at any time, to have been employed to de- 
tect such casual errors as might creep in to derange the balance 
between receipts and expenditures: and hence the existing un- 
fortunate excess of the latter over the former. ‘The absence of 
such a test produces the effects of incertitude and doubt, upon 
the mind, as to the accuracy of the conclusion which it may 
reach by any ordinary process of investigation; and upon the 
practical operations of the department, of a perpetual liability 
to fall into error, without any certain mode of its detection. 
This evil is within the reach of legislation, and should be cor- 
rected by establishing a proper system of checks and balances.”’ 

2d. The negligent and unsystematic form of making and 
preserving mail contracts is such, that no human mind could 
comprehend the whole, and maintain in order so vast and com- 
plicated a machine as the general post office. The contracts 
are now, and have, at all times, which have failen under the 
observation of the committee, been most loosely constructed. 

It is occasionally impossible to penetrate their obscurity; often 
difficnit to decipher their interlineations and marginal notes; 
and always to be doubted whether they are so framed and exe- 
cuted as to be available in law. An occular inspection of the 
mail contract books can alone convey an adequate idea of the 
careless and confused state in which they are kept. Certain it 
is that the experience of one generation of laborers in this 
branch of the business of the office cannot be transmitted, 





*The committee consisted of Messrs. Connor, Stoddert, E. 








through him, to another. Knowledge (if acquired) is to be ob- 
tained rather from those who keep the books, than the books 
themselves; and the consequence is that the loss of the book- 
keeper is the extinction of all certain light. 

‘The head of the department can alone apply the corrective 
to this evil. ‘ 
“3d. The mode of preparing advertisements for mail con- 
tracts has practically iuverted the ends of the law, which en- 
joined it. The law designed it as a great safeguard against 
fraud and imposition, by bringing the salutary prineiple of com- 
petition into active aud beneficial operation. ‘The usage of the 
department, in conjunction with the highly reprehensible prac- 
tice of receiving amalgamated bids, bas frustrated the wisdom 
of this precaution, and rendered the system of lettings, in re- 
gard to the more Important routes, little more than an empty 
form or a bitter mockery. 

“The interposition of the legislative power is, in the opinion 
of the committee, unnecessary in this instanee, as they deem 
the existing enactments adequate to their objeet. 

4th. The practice of granting extra allowances has, at vari- 
ous dates in the history of this department, run into wild ex- 
cesses; some illegitimate, and therefore without an apology; 
and others legitimate, but very questionable as to their expedi- 
ency. ‘To this source may be ascribed, without hazard of error, 
much of the embarrassment of the department; and, in what- 
ever aspect this committee has had opportunity to examine it, 
it strikes them that its practical operation has been fraught with 
much more of evil than of good. Among its other achievments, 
it has signalized most eminently the too ready faith and too 
loose business- method of the department. ‘The letter of a con- 
tractor, suggesting an improvement and soliciting an extra al- 
lowance, not unfrequently has served the double office of an 
authority for the grant, and of a record of its existence. Some 
dark corner of a contract, Or loose scrap of paper, is commonly 
the only official evidence of the order for large disbursements of 
money, under the name of extra allowances. Itis a puzzling 
problem to decide, whether this discretionary power, through- 
out its whole existence, has done most mischief in the charac- 
ter of imposter upon the department, or seducer to contractors. 
It has, doubtless, been an evil. doer, in both guises. 

“The committee have not deemed it within the scope of their 
authority to prepare a bill. This duty comes within the pro- 
vince of a standing committee of the house. 

“The commitiee, in surveying the wide field of their labors, 
regret only that their reward had not been discoveries of a more 
pleasing character. They had hoped that their researches 
would have brought to light the fruits of an enlightened and 
well directed labor, instead of proofs of error and neglect. But 
they have finished the task assigned them with an honest pur- 
pose and to the best of their ability. It remains for congress to 
give amore perfect organization to this department; and, for 
those who administer it, to bring to its renovation the most effi- 
cient and persevering application of practical talent and basi- 
ness-like habit, with a general and vigilant personal superin- 
tendence. 

From the same of February 16. 

We have had, since our last, an opportunity of looking over 
the report of the minority of the post office committee. Itisa 
work of great labor, exhibiting evidence of unwearied industry, 
with the results of accurate research, so far as the committee 
were allowed to carry it. ‘he report consists of a series of 
statements under various heads, exhibiting the particulars of 
abuses, such as have led the majority, as well as the minority 
of the committee, to the withering conclusions which have 
been already published; statements of great interest, but which 
cannot be condensed, or made the subject of abstracts. without 
the consumption of more time and space than we are able now 
to give to the subject. We reserve, therefore, till after the ad- 
journment, the details, of which we shall then consider it our 
duty to present as ample a view as is practicable. 

Notwithstanding the extent and enormity of the disclosures 
made by the committee, it appears that there is much yet to be 
told, if the facts could be fully arrived at. Thus, the minority 
say, in the outset of theirreport: “It is doing no injustice to the 
department to say that they received no voluntary aid from 
any of its officers. What they have been able to find out they 
know; and, from what is known, it may be inferred that much 
remains to be known.’? 

The report of the minority further states: ‘It will be appa- 
rent, from the records of the committee, that from an early day 
of there session, their was a majority and minority. The mino- 
rity do not claim any thing for themselves that they do not ac- 
cord to the majority. They disclaim all party views, in enter- 
ing upon, or conducting the examination on their part, and 
shall give full credit to a similar disclaimer on the partof the 
majority. The fact, however, is mentioned, as accounting, in 
some degree, for the mode of bringing forward the examination; 
the prolixity and irrelevancy of portions of the testimony, and 
the manner in which it was taken. The minority believed it to 
be their duty to go forward, and examine into the proceedings 
of the department, to see whether they were right or wrong. 
The majority were of opinion that it was not required to search 
for abuses, but to examine only where probable canse was al- 
leged. This would, in fact, have limited the examination to 
abuses already discovered. The effect of this difference of 


opinion will be seen to have relation to the calls on the depart- 





Whittlesey, H. Everett, Beardsley, Watmough aud Hawes, 


meut for information, and to the production of witnesses.” 
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It appears, further, that the oe of the department to 
answer interrogatories, absolutely defeated, to a certain extent, 
the object of the inquiry instituted by the house of representa- 
tives. Thus says the minority report: “It is but justice to 
themselves to state, the minority are not responsible for the 
course the examination has taken (the direction of which was 
beyond their control) or, that solitude has been done, and so 
much has been left undone—they do not say which ought to 
have been, but which could not be done, on account of the 
neglect of the department to answer the resolutions of the com- 
mittee.’ 

The close of the report, (the entire of which fills 311 manu- 
script pages), we copy entire, because it concludes with a sug- 
gestion, the significance of which will not be lost upon our 
readers: 

“The minority have now presented to the house an account 
of the investigations they have been enabled to make. Many 
important subjects other than mail contracts and extra allow- 
ances, remain to be examined, particularly the incidental ac- 
counts of the department, and of post offices, and the most im- 
portant of all, the pecuniary condition of the department. 

“The committee were not authorised to report by bill, or to 
propose any course for the action of the house; much lese would 
the minority feel themselves warranted in offering an opinion 
as to what that course should be—whether to revise the post 
office laws alone—or to exercise the constitutional power of 
athe house as the grand inquest of the nation.’ 


The following is the concluding paragraph of the rev. Obediah 
B. Brown’s appeal to the public against the report of the com- 
mittee of the senate— 

‘**No efforts have beea remitted to cast ashade over my name; 
wat, while 1 trust in the protection of that God who has never 
forsaken me, I willingly submit to the decision of an intelligent 
public, and tothe power of truth. I am conscious that *‘the 
greatest enemy of trath is prejudice; her greatest friend is time, 
and her constant companion is humanity.’’? But, | am not the 
ultimate ead of their animosity. I may have been regarded as 
Standing ia the way; but the patriotic and injured postmaster 
general is their object; and through him, the venerable and ho- 
nored chief magistrate of this nation. But the arm which 
guarded him from the assassin’s blow, is not shortened; and the 
same Omnipotent power still rules to protect the innocent from 
the shafts of calumny. To that power I confide my reputation, 
ay life, my all.”’ 


Concerning which appeal, the ** Globe”? of the 10th inst. says: 

“The defence which Mr. Brown has offered to the impeach- 
ment of his conduct by the senate’s committee, is submitted to 
the public. From Mr. Brown’s statement, it would seem, that 
he scarcely deserves the horrible execration which has been 
visited upon his official conduct by the orators of the senate. 
We condemn his investment of money, whether on his own 
account or for others,io whom he stands in the relation of 
guardian, in post office contracts. 


“‘We condemn his borrowing from, or lending to contractors, 
without considering how far such dealings with them may have 
veen justified by law, or were influenced by good motives. It 
‘was wrong in Mr. Brown to enter into these arrangements, be- 
cause, by possibility, his connexion with the contractors might 
have operated on his official conduct, and to say the least, was 
certainly caicutated to bring suspicion upon it, even when di- 
rected solely to subserve the public interest. As soon as the 
facts became known to the postmaster general, Mr. Brown was 
made sensible of this, and promptly resigned his office.” 


And on the general affairs of the post office department, the 
“‘Richmond Enquirer’? curiously remarks— 

“The private honor of the postmaster general himself has 
hitherto defied impeachment—and when the bill now before the 
senate, for regulating the department and restricting his power 
shall have passed, (and passed it should be, with all the en- 
ergy and vigilance which congress can exert), it is to be hoped 
ahat we shall hear less of a rotten government. and a ruined 
people. These restrictions should be made as effective as pos- 
sible. Acts have been done, in that office, which we do not 
hesitate to say, ought never to have been permitted. The majo- 
rity of the committee have caricatured many things; but there 
are others, which the minority do not profess to deny or to ex- 
tenuate. We are glad that Mr. Brown has resigned his office. 
Otherwise, it might have been a painful duty to dismiss him. 
Congress is now called upon to provide the strongest guards 
against any abuses that have been committed, or might be antici- 

ated.”’ 

. By new regulations Mr. Ritchie hopes to ‘‘hear less of a rot- 
TEN GOVERNMENT. This is a queerly expressed hopet But 
what will he say when the report of the commitee of the house 
of representatives is received by him? From the facts given 
above; there does not appear any “‘caricaturing”’ in that—and 
it would seem to substantiate the main points, made in the 
report of the senate’s committee. 





tBut we indeed heartily unite in it—in all things;—but es- 
pecially those that belong to the post office department—by 
which we have long and severely suffered, and are suffering still. 
Wrong in one part of this huge machine, begets—a thousand 
Others. If there is “corruption” ina part, the whole mass is af- 
fected --for its march is always onward, 
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DEBATE ON THE APPROPRIATION BILL, 
In the house of representatives, Jan. 27. 
CONCERNING THE OFFICERS OF THE CUSTOMS, 

The house having resumed the consideration of the bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of go- 
vernment for the year 1835; and the question being on the 
amendment offered by Mr. Vance, proposing to repeal the se- 
cond section of the law of 1834 (which gives to certain subor- 
dinate officers of the customs the same emoluments as they re- 
ceived prior to the reduction of duties in 1832) to limit their 
compensation, and oblige them to report annually the amount 
of compensation by fees, &c. received by them, together with 
an amendment thereto— 


Mr. Vance said, that, since he had offered his amendment a 
few days ago, he had been looking into the expense of collect- 
ing the revenue at different periods in the government, from 
1811 up till 1834, and that his examinations of the subject had 
strengthened his previous convictions of the necessity of arrest- 
ing the progressive expenditure in that branch of our financial 
system. 


Sir, said Mr. V. if the house will give me their attention and 
hear me patiently, through a few statistical tables, that I have 
prepared on this subject, if they do not come to a like conclu- 
sion, I will submit with great pleasure to any decision they may 
think proper to make of the subject. 


In the year 1811,I1 find there was collected at the custom 
house on imports $13,313,222 and 73 cents, aud that the cost of 
collection waa a fraction under 34 per cent. on the amount. 

Inthe year 1816,I find there was collected at the custom 
house, on imports, $36,306,674 and 88 cents, and that the cost 
of — amounted to leas than 2} per cent. on the sum col- 
lected. 


In the year 1826, 1 find there was collected at the custom 
house On imports, $23,341,331 and 77 cents, and that the cost of 
=e was a fraction under 4 per cent. on the amount col- 
lected. 

In the year 1834, I find that there was collected at the custom 
house on imports, $24,353,004 and 25 cents; and that the cost 
of collection is but a fraction under 6 per cent. on the gross 
amount collected. and but a fraction under 10 per cent. on the 
net revenue paid into the treasury. 


It is here proper to say, that, with the exception of 1834, the 
per centage on collection has been calculated on the gross 
amount; as I have not been able to find from any tables amongst 
our documents, with the exception of that of the report of the 
secretary of the treasury of December 15th, 1834, on the com- 
pensation and number of custom house officers, a separation of 
the gross from the net revenue, and for that year I have given 
the cost of collection on each sum. 

Now, sir, permit me to present this progressive expenditure 
in this branch of our financial system in a different form, and 
then let me ask gentlemen to examine and judge for them- 
selves, at what time, and under what administration, there has 
been the most extravagance and least restraint in this branch 
of the public service. 

I find in the following four successive years the cost of col- 
lcclions at the custom house on imports were: 

In the year 1825. .....cccccceccescecccces GOC9,302 95 

“ 


1826..... o ccc cece: cencccccs ccc cCUeee 44 
oe 1G27. cr cccccccccccccs cove cece ccGeOsOle 27 
66 BBB. oc cia ccdovccccodeccccsocccseepeee Oe 


Making a progressive increase on the collections of the reve- 
nue on imports in four years of 52,790 dollars and 70 cents, 
equal to a fraction over 54 per cent. for the term of four years, 
or of a fraction over one and one-fourth per cent. per annum, 

So much, Mr. Speaker, for the increase of expenditure under 
that head. And now, sir, I will give you the increase or ex- 
penditure on the same objects in the next four years, and we 
will then see how the amounts will compare, and whether we 
ean find any satisfactory explanation for the necessity of the 
expenditure in these four years, being nearly five times as great 
as in the four preceding years for precisely the same objects, 
(with this exception), that in the first four years there was col- 
lected at the custom house on imports $86,357,900 and fifty 
cents; and in the following four years there was collected 
$97,294,136 and 5 cents. Now for the proof of this assertion. 

In the four successive years, commencing with 1829, the cost 
of collection on imports, at the custom house, was as follows: 

Tn 1829... cece ee eeee oe eel, 013,667 51 cents. 
1830... ....ccceccccces eee 1,055,115 37 
BBL. .cecccce cecccccccccehal6,009 57 
1832...... . ++ +++ 1,315,226 52 

Making a progressive increase of expenditure, in four years, 
on the collections at the custom house, of $301,558 94 cents, 
equal to a fraction under 24 per cent. for the term of four years, 
or little less than 6 per cent. per annum. 

Now, sir, I have the key to this extraordinary increase of ex- 
penditure; and if the house will bear with me, and lend me 
their attention a few moments longer, I will solve the mystery. 

This 2d section, that gentlemen are eo anxious to retain, does 
away all necessity in your custom house of economy and rigid 
accountability. Nay, it goes further, it gives a license to your 
principal officers, to expend, under the sanction of the secreta- 
ry of the treasury, the whole amount arising from fees and com- 
missions, in paying off subordinate officers and contingent ex- 
penses, the result of which has been to increase the number of 
officers and the amount of contingencies. 
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Now, sir, permit me to give you a table of statistics, showing 
the rapid increase of expenditure in the collector’s office in the 
city of New York, taken from an official paper in the senate’s 
documents, No. 435, 6th vol. for 1834. 

Office rent Other official 


Years. Clerk hire. Stationary. and fuel. expenses. 
1829 §- 16,644 38 = $2,302 64 =—_« 184 69 $201 72 
1830 30.101 86 3,935 83 230 79 1,509 82 
1831 47,724 83 5.141 68 191 73 920 70 
1832 52,092 28 6,482 90 346 13 1,151 59 
1833 49,909 27 8,625 84 214,69 835 63 


Here, Mr. Speaker, you will perceive that in four years in 
the collector’s office in the city of New York, the clerk hire 
went up from $16,644 38 to $52,092 28, and that the stationary 
in the same office increased from $2,302 64 to $6,482 90, and 
the next year to $8,625 84; an increase in one year to an 
amount nearly equal to the whole expenses for the same objects 
in 1829; and such, sir, will continue to be the incrcase, unless 
you strike from your laws this objectionable section, and bring 
back the necessity of economy amongst your officers of cus- 
toms. 

So much, Mr. Speaker, for clerk hire, stationary and con- 
tingencies. I will now give you a sample of additional allow- 
ances under this section, at four of our principal cities, in the 
vear 1833. 

In the city of Boston, seven weighers received extra 


compensation under this section of....... cseceee 9,608 55 
And had previously received.............. cseccece 16,548 O7 
Total $26,156 62 

In the city of New York, fourteen weighers receive 
extra compensation...... Ob0b 00s ceeccsecesccce $15,307 90 
And had previously received..........seeeeee0: .. 29,618 49 





a 








Total $44,926 39 

In the city of Philadelphia, one weigher received ex- 
tra compensation amounting to........ cocccvcses $2,022 64 
And had previously received.............++- cscosee Oe OD 
Total $5,948 23 

In the city of Baltimore one weigher received extra 
compensation amounting to...... Sede edese é asweee $2,206 14 
And had previously received......... eeccccccsccccs 3,476 13 
Total $5,682 27 


Here, sir, you have 23 subordinate officers of your custom 
house receiving, for duties that can be performed by any honest, 
industrious mechanic, who would be willing to labor for two 
dollars per day, the enormous sum of $82,713 51, making an 
average annual salary of within a small fraction of $3,600 
each. This, sir, includes only one inconsiderable class of your 
custom house officers, who, under the restrictions I propose by 
the amendment, will receive out of your treasury $46,000 in- 
stead of $82,713 51; an allowance, in my opinion, liberal toa 
fault; for, my word for it, if ever this matter receives that at- 
tention from this house that its importance demands, these 
gentlemen weighers will not be allowed their $2,000 per annum. 

Sir, let me ask gentlemen to examine and compare our pre- 
sent with our former expenses. Under the administration of 
Mr. Jefferson, the cost of collecting in the city of New York 
was $61,347; in 1832 it was $408,791. Why, sir, you now pay 
to your weighers alone in the city of New York $44,926 39, a 
stm nearly equal to the whole expense of collection in that 
city in the year 1802. 

And now, sir, let me ask gentlemen, if it is not time to arrest 
this increased and increasing expense, which is accumulating 
in a ratio that willin a few years turn the balance sheet against 
the government, and then I suppose we will be called upon 
to resort to direct taxes to pay our custom house officers. 

January 28. 

The same question being under consideration— 

Mr. Wise, of Virginia, said, he was astonished that members 
of that house should believe that subordinate officers of the cus- 
toms, such as a weigher or gauger, actually enjoyed an income 
of $6,000 per annum. ‘They were entirely deceived. No such 
state of things existed. Mr. W. here went into a number of 
Statistical statements which could not be caught by the report- 
er with sufficient accuracy to be depended upon. The result, 
however, was, that under the act of 1833, the weigher receiv- 
ed emoluments to the amount of $1,093, in addition to 1,333, 
which they had formerly received. The present amendment 
went to take off the 1,093, and to leave these officers with an 
income of but $1,333. Would any man contend that this was 
sufficient for a respectable man obliged to live and maintain a 
family in the city of New York? He was sure no gentleman 
weuld pretend such a thing. Mr. W.then read to the house 
an estimate of the expenses of such an officer, allowing him to 
have a wife and two children, and which brought up the 
amount of their maintenance to $1,495. Mr. W. then declared 
his willingness to abide by the provisions of the act of 1834, 
which limited the salaries of such persons to $2,000. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Harper) bad propos- 
ed that the number of subordinate officers should be reduced, 
butin New York this couid not be done. The city was divided 
into fourteen districts, with a weigher in each: less would not 
do. A number of veseels arrived at one time, having dutiable 
and weighable articles on board, and they must not be detain- 
ed; and though the number of such articles had been much 
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| spectability in their servants. 





lessened by the reduction of the tariff, yet almost every ship 
had some, and the number of weighers was regulated by the 
number of ships, and not by the quantity of Ars to be weigh- 
ed. Ifthe amendment should pass, these men would not get 
their expenses. The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vance) had 
stated the per centage paid for the collection of the revenue, as 
being over 5 per cent. on the gross amount of duties collected. 
This might be true, when all the ports were taken into the cal- 
culation; the cost of collection in the city of New York, where 
so large a proportion of the whole amount was received, did 
not exceed 31 per cent. Many of the custom houses were ac- 
tually an expense to the government; it cost much to keep 
them up, and they collected but little revenue. Yet from their 
local situation, it was indispensable to keep them up to prevent 
smuggling. Here was the place to retrench, if any retrench- 
ment must take place; but let not the chief reduction be made 
where the chief amount of labor was performed. As to the in- 
crease of the expense of stationary, that was to be accounted 
for from the new arrangements adopted to receive the duties. 
The books to be kept were three times as numerous as former- 
ly; and hence the great multiplication of clerks. 

Mr. Vance here referred to dates to shew that the increase 
commenced before the new arrangements, and therefore could 
not be attributed to them. 

Mr. Wise protested against the principle of setting up the of- 
fices in the customs to the lowest bid. If that should be made 
the policy of the government, he would show them men decent 
in appearance who would be willing to fill the offices not only 
for a low salary, but for no salary atall. The facilities in the 
power of weighers and gaugers to defraud the government were 
numerous and great. They could easily manage to make up 
the amount of sugar deducted from a hogshead, or supply the 
room of wine withdrawn from a cask, and nobody be the wiser: 
it might be done so that detection would be impossible. He 
mentioned this only to show the necessity and the policy of 
employing men of respectable character and standing; and if 
the government would have such men, it must consent to pay 
them well. It was the only way to command honesty and fe- 
If the amendment should prevail, 
the officers must cheat or starve. And many men who would 
scorn the idea of defrauding their fellow-citizens in their pri- 
vate transactions were wholly insensible to the guilt of evading 
the revenue laws. Custom house oaths had become proverbial 
for the laxity with which they were observed. 


Mr. Harper explained the manner of conducting the process 
of weighing in the port of Philadelphia. The weigher sent his 
agents and laborers from wharf to wharf, and whenever they 
found goods which needed weighing they weighed them. 
There was no need of having a weigher to each ship as the 
gentleman from Virginia seemed to suppose. And as to a divi- 
sion of salary, no such thing was ever heard of among the cus- 
tom house officers in that port. Mr. H. also explained the 
course of things which took place when goods were entered 
for drawback; and the facilities enjoyed by inspectors who 
were dishonest, to defraud the government. He pressed the 
inquiry, how these officers were to live on $1.090, when the 
weighers could not subsist on leas than 2,400? He insisted that 
the estimate for family expenses, which had been read by Mr. 
Wise, was exaggerated greatly, especially in the items of fuel 
and house rent. No doubt the estimate had been furnished to 
the gentleman by persons who had an interest in the decision, 
The question was not how much a man could spend, but what 
was a just reward for the labor he performed? The inspectors 
were well satisfied with their $3 per diem; and why should one 
officer get $2,000. when another, who did as much and more, 
vot but $1,000? Mr. H. contended that fewer weighers might 
get through with all the public duty that was to be done; and 
he protested against keeping up an army of unnecegsary retain- 
ers on the treasury, for no purpose but to strengthen the hands 
of power, and who were under every temptation to become the 
mere tools of those who fed them. 

Mr. McKim said that, in consequence of what had been said 
respecting the enormous emoluments of custom house officers 
in Bahimore, he had procured a certificate, which he held in 
his hand, and would read to the house, from which it would 
appear that the collector of that port received in the year 1834 
just $433, and no more. In the preceding year his income had 
amounted to $1,582. Mr. McK. said he had been a practical 
merchant for forty years, and he must be supposed to know 
something about the subject before the house. If the salaries 
of these officers had got wrong, the fault did not lie at their 
door, but was chargeable upon that house. No man had tried 
harder than he had to get these very salaries reduced; but the 
house had refused to do it. This was no fault of the officers, 
nor was it fair that they should be reproached on account of it. 
In Baltimore there was one weigher, who received, it appear- 
ed, $1,970; but ont of this sum he had to pay all his laborers. 
In New York, which was a great commercial port, it was in- 
dispensable that they should have a great many; and he had 
understood that they were in the habit of dividing their receipts, 
He considered the amendment as out of place in an appropria- 
tion bill. The proper way would be to have a separate bill re- 
ported, allowing the collectors, and all the subordinate grades 
of officers, fixed salaries: then ali would work right. He in- 
quired whether gentlemen who talked so loudly about the col- 
lector at Baltimore would have remained in that office during 
the embargo and non. intercourse times? He fancied not. Did 
gentlemen expect that collectors in the southern porte, at New 





ee " 


el Atte 


ee 


' 
; 
' 
i 








Sp Says FO EN Pe 


PTE en AE res 





——_ 





438 NILES’ REGISTER—FEB. 21, 1885—DEBATE ON APPROPRIATION BILL. 








Orleans and Mobile, where the climate in the autumn was so 
unhealthy, would remain at their posts without an adequate re- 
muneration for the sacrifice? Officers in such a climate ought 
in justice to be allowed more than at the north. It was true 
that some of the ports were small, and but little revenue collect- 
ed; but the officers there were highly respectable, often among 
the most so of our citizens. 

Mr. McK. stated what was done with goods entered for draw- 
back, and showed that it was the interest of the inspectors to 
detect trauds, if any took place. From the manner in which 
this partof the collection was conducted, no fraud could be 
practised without a conspiracy of many persons for the same 
object. No doubt some frauds had occurred, but not to the ex- 
tent supposed. Mr. McK. was opposed to the amendment as 
too indefinite in its provisions. He should prefer the allow- 
ance of salaries. 

Mr. Sutherland said that he owed it to the custom house offi- 
cers of Philadelphia to say, that he did not believe there was a 
man among them who could with truth be charged with corrupt 
practices. He was acquainted with one who had been a gallant 
Officer in the late war, and who stood as high in the estimation 
of society as auy man in that house or out of the house. As to 
what his colleague (Mr. Harper) had said about the inspectors 
being #0 content with their three dollars a day, he could tell 
that gentleman that he (Mr. 8.) knew of applications for in- 
crease of pay, if his colleague did not. He had himsell receiv- 
ed such applications, both this year and the last. 

He concurred in the sentiment of the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia (Mr. Wise) that if you wanted good officers, the best way 
was to pay them well. The corruption which had prevailed in 
the English mode of collecting the revenue was proverbial: but 
that government had determined to probe that matter to the 
bottom, and to reform it. True, by clipping and shaving, it 
might be possible to live on something less than they now did: 
but was it good policy to render this necessary? The gentle- 
man’s estimate was for two children only: Mr. 8. knew inspec- 
tors who had six and eight children. Were gentlemen for cut- 
ting them down to the old rule?) Would they insist upon kKnow- 
ing how many cords of wood they burnt? would they weigh the 
pounds of butter they ate? that they might go home and tell their 
constituents what wonders they had effected in the matter of 
public economy? What use was it to insist upon the secretary 
of the treasury’s taking care of the public money after it was 
received, if the very avenues by which it weut to the treasury 
were left exposed to waste and fraud? The new invention of 
gentlemen to guard these avenues was to cut down the living 
of those who guarded them. It was no wise way, in his judg- 
ment. 

Mr. 8. said that he had purposely refrained from entering in- 
to the debate; he did not now wish to embark in it. He was 
convinced the amendment was wrong, and he could shew it: 
but he had rather the bill should pass, even with the amend- 
ment in it, than be thus delayed. The commitive would yet 
send in a bill on the subject. They would endeavor to provide 
themselves with golden scales to weigh every pound of butter 
to be allowed to these officers and their families: they should 
endeavor to fix how much they should receive if they bad six 
children, and how much less should be allowed if they had only 
five. The committee had been called upon fora bill of this 
kind, and they should endeavor to respond to the call. In the 
meanwhile the sooner the house disposed of this amendment 
the better. [fit should be adopted his colleague knew officers 
who would not realize more than three or four bundred dollars 
for their year’s labor—and even collectors would not receive 
over 1,500 doilars. And the risk of this was to be incurred that 
we might appear well elsewbere, and be able to say | kept down 
the salaries to 2,000 dollars—while at the same time he knew 
that the men did not receive 500! It.was amockery! Mr. 5. 
concluded by declaring that he was willing now, as he had been 
last year, that the salaries of the subordinate officers should not 
exceed 2,000: but he should oppose a measure which would cut 
them down to less than a fourth of that sum. 


Mr. Burges addressed the house, but could not be distinetly 


heard, owing to his very distant situation, the entire width of 


the hall being interposed between him and the seats of the re- 
porters. He was understood to say that he should not have 
mingled in the debate, had not things arrived at such a pass that 
members of that house were to be openly sneered at becanse 
they wished to keep the expenditures of the government within 
something like reason. It was the first time, within his remem- 
brance, that a member on that floor had been sneered at, and 
almost insulted, for endeavoring to do his duty in curbing offi- 
cial extravagance. Every thing, it seemed, must give way be 
fore the office holders of this government. When a meritorious 


naval officer had lately applied for his just due at the hands of 


this house, certain genilemen had said that if he was not wil- 
ling to perform the services of two offices for one salary, he was 
at liberty to resign. Yet now these same gentlemen were ready 
to sneer at those who considered $2,000 a sufficient living fora 
man who weighed saltand sugar. If these men could not live 
on that, let them resign: there was land enough, very cheap 
and very fertile, some yielding 30, some 60 and some 100 fold. 
Their absence would scarce be felt. There was enough of them 
to form an army; some ten or fifteen thousand of them might be 
enlisted before to morrow. The house had been told that the 
way to make men honest, was to give them plenty of money. 
This Mr. B. never knew before. He had till now been in the 
habit of belicving that, if a man was not honest, neither the 





touch nor the complexion of gold would purify or raise his cor- 
rupt and abject soul. He was willing to give to United States 
officers the same compensation for labor as was secured by 
other people, and no more. Look round the country, and see 
the general rush to get into office. This was the course of thin ~ 
which threatened ruin to the liberties of our land. These can 
were now willing tools; they vied with each other in Subser- 
viency; but after they had lent their aid and established a des- 
potism, they would soon find that they would have to work for 
much less than they got now. The people got for their labor 
o0 per cent. less than their servants did for theirs. He knew it 
to be so, and he considered it bigh time that the matter was re- 
gulated. But gentlemen told the house that they must not ado t 
the amendment to effect this object, because a certain commit. 
tee had it in contemplation to introduce a bill. But he was wel] 
satisfied that the committee would continue contemplating, and 
never come to an end till the office holders were so multiplied 
that they howled daily for more. It was a very convenient 
thing for these in power to have a host of places with salaries 
at their own discretion, Where they might reward meritorious 
services. It was a most glorious thing thus to wield a lititle ar- 
bitrary power against the interests and happiness of their fellow 
men. If the committee of commerce were determined not to 
do their duty, Mr. B. was fora measure that would cause the 
office holders to crowd the committee. 

Mr. Harper replied with some warmth to what he considered 
as the sneers of bis colleague, (Mr. Sutherland), who had charg- 
ed him with a wish to count cords of wood and weigh pounds 
ofbutter. His colleague might sneer as he would, but he never 
could consent that a weigher should receive 6,000 dollars a year, 
while the workmen, who actually did the weighing, received 
but 24 dollars a month. He should have supposed that his col- 
league’s very philanthropic feelings, his great and extensive be- 
nevolence towards poor men, would have led him to inquire 
how these laborers got along upon 24 dollars a month. Had 
these men no wives and children to feed? no house to live in? 
no wood to buy? He thought it would have been quite as kind 
and quite as becoming to look after the wants of these people 
as of the weighers and gaugers, with their five and six thousand 
dollar salaries. Had the gentleman attended to his own duty 
as chairman of the committee, who had been two years in re- 
porting a bill, he would have been spared the need of sneering 
athim. Had that been done, the collector of Baltimore would 
have been provided for, and not have been Jiving one year on 
1,000 dollars, and another on 3 or 400 dollars. The gentleman 
had talked about inspectors, and their need of large incomes. 
But he would ask the gentleman who our inspectors were, and 
what had the mostof them been previously to their appoint- 
ment to that office? They were, for the most part, honest and 
respectable mechanics, who earned a dollar and a half or two 
dollars a day, and supported a wife and children on that? Why 
must they getso much more because they were paid out of the 
treasury? 

Mr. Sutherland rejoined, denying that he had sneered at any 
one, and further supported bis argument; adding—He would 
conclude by saying that the committee of commerce had under 
their consideration a propositiou which would speedily be laid 
before the house, and which his colleague might weigh and re- 
weigh at his leisure. For himself, he went for the country, and 
the whole country; but God Almighty had not been kind enough 
to give him a mind which could in a moment grasp all the deli- 
cate relations, and complex considerations pertaining to all the 
collectors in all the collection districts, in all the different states 
of this union. 


Mr. Vance said, that he must again ask the indulgence of the 
house for a moment, and he assured them that he asked even 
that moment with reluctance. As to the contest between the 
two members from Pennsylvania, (Messrs. Sutherland and Har- 
per), he was willing to let it rest where u then was. But he 
wished to say a word in answer to the member from Tennes- 
see, (Mr. Polk); that gentleman had stated that this whole mat- 
ter was regulated by law, and the member has read us sundry 
extracts from thatlaw. Now, sir, I am not going to controvert 
that point with the honorable member. The honorable mem- 
ber and myself do not differ about what the law ts, but about 
what it ought to be. The very law he has read gives unlimited 
discretion to your custom house officers, with the consent of 
the secretary of the treasury. This discretion | wish to limit, 
and I have shown from the increasing of contingencies and sub- 
ordinate officers, that it ought to be limited; and if | understand 
the honorable member, he does not himself object to the pro- 
priety of the measure, but to the manner in which it is made. 
His objection is to the restriction and limitation being put into 
the appropriation bill. Sir, it appears to shock certain gentle- 
men to bave any restrictions put into the appropriation bills; 
perfectly right to incorporate sections into them that throw the 
doors of the treasury wide open to the discretion of your custom 
house officers and secretary of the treasury; but if you under- 
take to restrain this discretion, gentlemen become alarmed, lest 
some new principle shall be established, dangerous as prece- 
dents, and contrary to the spirit of the constitution. 

One word, Mr. Speaker, as to the argument ef the member 
trom Virginia (Mr. IVise) and T have done. That gentleman 
undertakes to justify this extraordinary increase of expense In 
clerk hire and stationary, because, as he says, the law of 1832 
required you to open at the custom honse three sets of books. 
Now, sir, all I have to say upon that subject is, that the gentle- 
wan bas been misinformed, and that the facts will not bear him 
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out. As, unfortunately for his argument, the increase had been 
from $16,000 in 1829 to $47,000 in 1831, and stationary in pro- 
portion; so that you will see that this increase bad commenced 
one year before the passage of the law of 1832. The gentleman 
has gone into a labored calculation to show the house that this 
amendment will starve the poor weighers, and that they will be 
compelled to abandon their places. Now, sir, the genUeman 


may be better inturmed on this subject than is the secretary of 


the treasury; but that officer, in the bill he bas submitted to us 
for our cousideration, has fixed the compensation of weighers at 
1,200 dollars; and after all the gentleman’s deductions, he has 
not been able to reduce their compensation, under this amend- 


ment, lower than $1,300. So that the weighers are better off 


uoder this amendment than they would be under the adoption 
of the secretary’s bill. As to the remarks of the member from 
New York, (Mr. Mann) I can ouly say, that if the bill passes 
the senate, of which he speaks, this amendment will fall of 


course; and it cannotdo harm to keep it where it now is. If 


we fail to legislate this session, this provision will insure action 
at the next: if we do legislate this session, the amendment does 
harm to no one. 


After some remarks by several other gentlemen, Mr. 4dams, 


of Massachusetts, said, that lie should be compelled to vote: 


against the amendment, because it went to introduce into an 
appropriation bill that which was foreign to it. Had he before 
entertained any doubt of the impropriety of thas incuumber- 
ing appropriation bills, the present debate must have effec- 
tually removed it. Here had the house been occupied nearly a 
week, after they had gone through all the sections of the bill, 
on a matter which had nothing to do with it, and which could 
not be properly settled, until it had received a full and delibe 
rate examination. He took this opportunity of returning his 
thanks to the committee of ways and means and its chairman, 
for having stripped the bill in the manner they had done of all 
matters of an extraneous kind. He hoped thata similar course 
would be pursued for the future. 

Mr. Schley opposed the amendment on the same ground, and 
contended that the proviso, as it referred to a matter notin the 
bill, would not make common sense. If the object was to do 
justiee, the provision of the bill of 1834 ought to be incorporat- 
ed. The yeas and nays were now taken on the amendment, 
and it was adopted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Heman Allen, John J. Allen, C. Allan, Wm. 
Allen, Anthony, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barringer, Bates, Bea- 
ty, Beaumont, Bell, Briggs, Burd, Burges, Casey, Chambers, 
Chilton, Claiborne, Wm. Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Coulter, 
Crane, Darlington, A. Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Denny, Dick- 
son, Dickinson, Evans, Ewing, Fillmore, Forester, Philo C, 
Fuller, Gamble, Garland, Gholson, Gordon, Graham, Grayson, 
Grennell, Griffin, Hamer, Hannegan, Hardin, Harrison, Heuder- 
son, Wm. Jackson, Ebenezer Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Wm. C. 
Johbason, Seaborn Jones, King, Kinnard, Laporte, Letcher, 
Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lucas, Lyon, Martindale, Marshall, 
May, McComas, McKay, McKennan, McLene, Miller, Milligan, 
Robt. Mitchell, Movure, Peyton, Pickens, Pinckney, Plummer, 
Potts, Ramsay, Rencher, Reynolds, Robertson, W. B. Shepard, 
Aug. H. Shepperd, Sloane, Spangler, Steele, Stewart, W. P. 
Taylor, Phil. Thomas, Tompkins, Trumbull, Turner, Tweedy, 
Vance, Vinton, Wagener, Watmough, Fred. Whittlesey, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wilsou, Young—107. 

NAYS—Meessrs. John Quincy Adams, Jolin Adams, Baylies, 
Beate, Bean, Binney, Blair, Boon, Brown, Bull, Bunch, Burns, 
Bynum, Cage, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Carr, Chaney, Chinn, 
3S. Clark, Coffee, Cramer, Day, P. Dickerson, Duulap, Ferris, 
Fowler, W. K. Fuller, Fulton, Galbraith, Gillet, Gorham, Jos. 
Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, Joseph M. Harper, James Har- 
per, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Howell, Hubbard, Hunting- 
tou, Inge, R. M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, H. Johnson, Ka- 
vanagh, Kilgore, Lane, Lansing, Luke Lea, Thos. Lee, Loyall, 
Lytle, Abijah Mann, Manning, J. Y. Mason, M. Mason, McIn- 
tire, McKim, McKinley, McVean, Morgan, Murphy, Osgood, 
Parks, Parker, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, Phillips, F. Pierce, 
Pierson, Polk. Pope, Schley, Shinn, Slade, Smith, Speight, Stan- 
difer, Stoddert, Sutherland, W. Taylor, F. Thomas, Thomson, 
Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Wardweli, White, Wise—92. 

So the amendment of Mr. Vance was agreed to. 

8 B Geer 
INSTRUCTIONS TO RECEIVERS, &c. 

Report from the secretary of the treasury, in obedience to a re- 
solution of the senate of the 6th instant, with copies of certain 
letters to receivers of the public moneys, &c. 

JANUARY 13, 1835—Read, &e. 
Treasury department, January 12, 1835. 

Sir: In obedience to a resolution, passed the 6th instant, re- 
questing the secretary of the treasury ‘‘to lay before the senate 
a copy of any letter or letters from his department to the re- 
ceivers of public moneys, or any of them, in the course of the 
last year, (if any such letter or letters have been written), pur- 
porting to contain information and instructions to the said re- 
ceivers, that for the mutual accommodation of the public of. 
ficers and creditors in their neighborhood, of the receivers, and 
of the treasury department, he, the secretary, proposed there- 
after to direct warrants in their favor to such receivers, for 
payment, when required by them; and further, thatit would 
be in the power of such receivers, also, before a warrant should 
be obtained by such public officers and creditors, and whenever 
such receivers should have confidencefin their honesty and 
solvency, to take a draft or assignment by them, in their own 





favor, of their supposed claim on the treasury to pay its amount; 
and on its being forwarded to the treasury, to receive a war- 
rant in their own behalf for the sum due; and that all the war- 
rants paid in the manner first stated, or received in the name of 
such receivers, would be ample vouchers, in their behalf, on 
the settlement of their accounts; and that the secretary of the 
treasury, in case such instructions and authority as are above 
mentioned, or any of like import, were in fact given by him to 
the said receivers of public moneys, be requested to communi- 
cate to the senate the particular reasons, if any there were, not 
mentioned in the letters themselves, which imduced him to 
give the same,and to state, moreover, to what receivers of 
public moneyssuch letters and instructions have been sent, and 
what has been the practice of such receivers, and of the treasu- 
ry department, in consequence thereof:’? | bave the honor to 
submit the following report: 

Ist. On the 6th of August last, a circular letter was sent by 
this department to certain receivers of the public money; ofa 
tenor similar to that described in the above resolution. 

It was the only one of that character sent ‘tin the course of 
the last year,’? and a copy, as requested, is annexed. 

2d. “The particular reasons” for sending it, besides those of 
economy and public convenience, briefly mentioned in the 
circular itself, the undersigned will now ‘‘communicate to the 
senate,’ in connection with a further explanation of its sup- 
posed fitness to promote the desirable objects just named. 


In July last, soon after entering on the discharge of the duties 
belonging to the head of this department, the undersigned in- 
stituted a careful and detailed examination into the manner in 
which the public money was keptand disbursed; and, in the 
course of it, ascertained that, in the territories of Florida and 
Arkansas, and in the states of Ilinois, Indiana and Missouri, 
no Jocal ur state banks had of tate years been selected as de- 
positories of the public money, and that, under the present, as 
well as the former fiscal system, all the collections in those 
places, except in Missouri, were either transported quarterly, 
if not oftener, to other states for safe keeping and disburse- 
ment; or were directly, On some occasions and to some extent, 
taken from the receivers in paymeut by the public officers and 
public creditors. ‘The expense, inconvenience and risk of car- 
rying the large sums collected from the sales of public lands, in 
those states and territories, to very considerable distances for 
deposite, and of again returning them, or most of them, to the 
same places to be expended, were so obvious as to lead to a 
critical inquiry in what manner, and to what extent, these 
difficulties had heretofore been obviated; to ascertain what had 
been the usages of the department relating to that subject, and 
whether they were susceptible of any improvement, without 
danger to the public, or a departure from any existing laws. 
It was found, that whenever state banks, supposed to be safe, 


j had formally existed in those states, it had sometimes been 


customary to select them as depositories, but that none had 
recently existed which it was deemed judicious to select, and 
that no branches of the U. States bank had been organized in 
any of them, except Missouri, which could be used as fiscal 
agents. To remedy some of the inconveniences which had 
arisen from these and similar circumstances, it was ascertain- 
ed that this department had, early in 1801, if not earlier, allow- 
ed receivers of public money, in sundry cases, to pay their 
money over to the disbursing officers in that neighborhood, and 
take of them drafts or bills of exchange for the amount on the 
treasurer, and that the amount of these bills, when received 
here, was credited to the receivers, and charged to those dia- 
bursing officers. When the quarterly warrants were drawn, to 
place formally into the treasury the money collected by those 
receivers, all which had been thus paid out by them, was co- 
vered or passed to their credit, and those to whom it had been 
paid were formally charged with the amount. In this way, as 
required by law, the receivers, at times, made large paymente 
to the treasury, without the delay orcost of carrying the money 
collected by them to the seat of government, or of placing it to 
the credit of the treasurer in some distant bank. This practice 
had varied at different periods, sometimes extending this mode 
of payment to public creditors, but generally confining it to 
officers; sometimes effecting the same object by bills, and some- 
times by drafts; sometimes by special orders from this depart- 
ment, and sometimes by a general authority to draw or receive 
to a specified amount. More extended inquiries since last 
July, so far as they could be prosecuted in the present imper- 
fect condition of our records, have justified the correctness of 
the impression then formed as to the practice on this subject 
having prevailed, in one or the other of those modes, during at 
least thirty years; and that it was derived from a still earlier 
practice, existing from the organization of the treasury depart- 
ment, as to money collected from imposts and internal duties, 
Such money, it appears, was often, while general Hamilton 
presided over the treasury,drawn by him, or by the treasurer, 
under his special directions, from the coliecting officers, for the 
purpose of paying public creditors and officers in all the various 
modes of orders, bills and warrants, as public convenience and 
the accommodation of individuals seemed to require. In a 
letter from Mr. Gallatin, June 10th, 1801,to the receiver in 
Ohio, the reason assigned by him for pursuing thie course, or 
of applying this practice to money collected from the sale of 
lands, was “to obviate the difficuity, risk and expense you 
would otherwise (incur) in transmitting the money here.’ 
Other letters are on file from him, from Mr. Dallas, Mr. Craw- 
ford and Mr. Rush, all authorising the same practice. Ona 
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consideration of this, or similar facts, no objection was per- 
ceived to the legality of this long continued usage, and, at 
times, it was manifest that a resort to it might prove highly 
beneficial, without exposing the treasury to any injury or risk. 
Because the object in collecting all public money being the 
use of it for making payments to public claimants, it appeared 
obvious that, if these payments could ever be made without 
the cost and danger of first transporting the money to a dis- 
tance, it was very desirable, provided the same guards and 
checks were still preserved over the adjustment of the claims 
paid, and over the amounts disbursed, and provided further, 
that the acts of congress, as to deposites and quarterly pay- 
ments of balances by certain publie officers, were still enforced. 

As to these last points, the undersigned, on a full investiga- 
tion, discovered that the above usage had not been permitted 
by his predecessors to conflict with the provisions of the act of 
May 10th, 1800, requiring the receivers to pay quarterly to the 
treasurer any balance remaining on hand, nor with the act of 
May, 1809, as to the keeping of deposites by certain collecting 
and disbursing officers, (not including receivers), in banks, when 
any existed at places near and convenient. 

Hence he did not perceive any necessity for changing the 
usage, so far as regards those points, but, in these respects, 
made by the circular no changes whatever. But finding, that 
occasionally persons still wished to obtain their money directly 
of receivers living near them, rather than journey or send toa 
distance to obtain it from banks, the undersigned deemed it 
best to establish a uniform rule on the subject, and to allow the 
indulgence of the former usage, when desired by individuals, 
with such modifications only as, in his opinion, would render 
it more secure to the treasury, simple in its form, and equally 
convenient to the parties interested. 

As warrants, since 1829, had generally been substituted in all 
cases for other modes of payment, and were deemed much the 
safest, he, therefore, prepared the circular of August last, mak- 
ing no material alteration in the former practice, except impos- 
ing a limitation on the credits for payments made under it, that 
should be finally allowed at the treasury, by confining them to 
such only as were sustained by warrants as vouchers. These 
warrants were to issue either in favor of the receiver himself, 
when he was the public creditor or the assignee of one, or they 
were, under the instructions of this department, to be directed 
by the treasurer to a receiver, instead of a bank, for payment, 
when the warrants were in favor of other, provided those others 
requested it to be done. 

But the warrants, in either case, can never issue till the 
claims they represent, or are designed to pay, have been re- 
cognised by an act Or appropriation of congress, and been ad- 
justed and allowed by all the proper accounting officers, in 
conformity to such an act, and to the general rules of the de- 
partment in other cases. The warrants, it will be seen by the 
circular, were not to be directed to receivers for payment, 
unless the payee himself desired it, so that any inconvenience 
from the kind of funds on hand, or the want of them at the 
moment, should not constitute any just eause of complaint 
against the treasury, or the receiver. Beeanse the payee, if 
not preferring this course for bis own convenience, would at 
once have his warrant directed to a bank, where it was the duty 
of the department to provide, as it does, seasonably and amply, 
funds to meet any demand on it, of any public creditor or of. 
ficer. 

In respect to the other mode of issuing warrants in favor of 
the receiver himself, under certain circumstances, it will be 
seen, by the circular, that no order is given to either the re- 
ceiver or public creditor to make any arrangement on that sub- 
ject, but that the receiver is merely informed, it will be in his 
power, if he and any creditor or officer choose, to enter into 
the arrangemeut mentioned.- This being done, he would make 

ayment, and take an assignment of the claim, to be forwarded 

ere with proper papers; and then he was told, he could have 
a warrant for such sum as should be ascertained to be due; 
and which warrant would be an ample voucher for him in the 
settlement of his accounts. But,in this respect, he stands in 
the same situation with any other of the numerous assignees of 
claims on the treasury; because this department did not feel 
justified in assuming any risk whatever on this point. It was 
willing to furnist all creditors and officers with warrants due to 
them on the nearest bank, and if they preferred to this, for their 
own convenience, the voluntary arrangement before mention- 
ed, the danger and inconvenience, if any occurred, ought, it 
was supposed, to fall on the voluntary parties to it. 


It was believed that this course would remove some com- 
plexity and all risk from the treasury, and would furnish oc- 
casionally much accommodation to those officers and creditors 
living near receivers, and ata distance from banks; and, if it 
did not provide so much accommodation as might be wished, 
yet it furnished quite as much as was supposed, under any ge- 
neral regulation, to be consistent with public security, without 
a departure from the existing laws. In particular cases, it was 
considered to be still competent for the department, as for- 
merly, to authorise payments to be made by receivers on mere 
orders, bills of exchange, &c. as well as on warrants, and 
to be credited therefor with the treasurer; yet, no occasion 
for this has occurred within the past year. Even the pre- 
sent general regulation is found to be less necessary than 
formerly, from the more commercial habits of the community, 
and the inereased ease of communicating with distant banks; 
and etill fewer cases of action under it will probably occur, as 











new banks, in the above states and territories, may be incor- 
porated, of such standing and credit as to justify their selection 
for public depositories. 

In the preceding details, will be found the only “particular 
reasons’? which are recollected as having influenced the de- 
partment to adopt the measure before mentioned. 

3. In consequence of the character of these reasons, it will be 
seen that no special necessity existed for sending the circular 
to any receiver who resided near selected state banks, or 
branches of the United States bank; but, it is believed, that 
copies of it were forwarded to all in the United States who had 
their offices in states or territories in which no such banks ex- 
isted, or none had been selected; or, if selected, were supposed 
to be situated at a very inconvenient distance from most of the 
receivers’ offices. This was considered to be the case in the 
states of Indiana, [linois and Missouri, and in all the territories. 

4. “The practice of sueh receivers, and of the treasury de- 
partment in consequence thereot,”? which is the last inquiry in 
the resolution, has yet been less extensive than was anticipat- 
ed; arising, probably, from the strict cautions prescribed in the 
circular. The whole amount of warrants issued in behalf of 
receivers for money thus paid by them, and for claims assigned 
to them by officers and creditors, has not yet exceeded 7,000 
dollars; and cases of this kind have occurred only in Indiana, 
(ilinois and Arkansas. In these, as in all other instances of 
claims assigned, which assignments amount yearly to a Jarge 
proportion of the whole number paid at the treasury, the prac- 
lice has been for the proper accounting officers to examine, 
when received here, both the origina! claim and the assignment; 
and, after such examination, and on their certificate of the 
amounts found to be due, a warrant to that amount has, in the 
usual manner, issued in favor of the receiver, who was the as- 
signee. Afterwards, as before named, there bas been carried 
quarterly, to the credit of the receiver, the amount paid. Ne 
warrants in favor of others have yet been directed to receivers 
for payment, though the treasurer, under instructions from this 
department, will probably direct some in that way hereafter, 
as Officers or creditors may desire it, and as arrangements have 
recently been requested for that purpose in some cases of pab- 
lic officers residing near the receivers, whenever the next quas- 
ter of their salary shall become due. Whether the practice of 
making payments under the circular will much increase, must 
depend partly upon the incorporation and selection of new 
banks where none now exist, and partly on the convenience 
which distant officers and c editors may, on further experience, 
find in this mode over the us: «| one of having the warrants for 
their money directed to banka. 

At banks, however, though not established very near, it would 
seem by the results, thus far, that most payments will probably 
be preferred to be received, as much of the moneyed business 
of the community is there habitually and very readily transact- 
ed, notwithstanding their distance from the residence of the 
parties in interest, may be somewhat greater than the office of 
a receiver of public money may happen to be siinated. Bat, so 
far as regards the convenience and safety of the treasury, and 
the saving in expense and risk of frequent and distant deposites 
of money received from the sale of public lands, they would, if 
individuals should desire the indulgence, be obviously promot- 
ed in many places, by a further extension of the practice of pub- 
lic creditors and officers accepting their money of receivers 
whose offices are located far from any safe banks, and whose 
collections may generally be sufficient to meet the ordinary de- 
mands on the public treasury arising in their neighborhoods. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 

To the president of the senate of the United States. 


Treasury department, August 6, 1834. 

Sir: For the mutual accommodation of the public officers and 
creditors in your neighborhood, and of yourself and the treasury 
department, I propose hereafter to direct warrants in their favor 
to yourself for payment, when desired by them. 

It will be in your power, also, before a warrant is obtained 
by them, and whenever you have confidence in their honesty 
and solvency, to take an assignment or draft by them, in your 
favor, of their supposed claim on the treasury; to pay its amount, 
and on its being forwarded here, to receive a warrant in your 
own behalf for the sum due. 

All the warrants paid in the manner first stated, or received 
in your own name, will be ample vouchers in your behalf ona 
settlement of your accounts; and, in this way, the officers and 
creditora of the government will often be saved travel and ex- 
pense; you will have to make less frequent deposites, and at 
less hazard, as the balance on hand to be deposited at the end 
of each month will probably, in this way, become considerably 
reduced; and the department will have the satisfaction of oblig- 
ing others, through its own officers, without increasing sensibly 
the risk or labors of any. You will please to notify such public 
officers and creditors as live near you, of the existence of this 
arrangement, in order that they may, if convenient and agreea- 
ble, take advantage of its benefits. I am, very respecifuly, 
your obedient servant, LEVI WOODBURY, 

secretary of the treasury. 

P. S. You will take receipts on the bottom of the warrants 
paid, and return the warrants and receipts to this department 
monthly. ; L. W. 

Addressed to the receivers of public moneys iu Indiana, I1li- 
nois, Missouri, Michigan, Arkansas, Florida. 
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